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BUSINESS AS USUAL? 


"THE forward state of the war, as exemplified by 
the good news from all fronts recounted in the 
Prime Minister’s speech, has had one not altogether 
unexpected result—of causing some of the unpro- 
gressive elements in the community to show their 
hand. 

A demonstration of this change in the technique 
of opposition was the recent attack by Members of 
the House of Commons (not all of whom were very 
well informed) upon the Ministry of Works. Two 
further examples are the speeches made in recent 
weeks by the Past Chairman of the Building Societies 
Association and the President of House Builders’ 
Association of Great Britain. 

The burden of both speakers’ speeches was the 
need to remove control from and free the field for 
private enterprise, the Uthwatt Report on Com- 
pensation and Betterment being especially singled 
out for fire, though Mr. Roy King (of the House 
Builders’ Association) went farther and—besides 
drawing attention to alleged defects in the operation 
of the War Damage and Rent Restriction Acts as 
they affect landlords—directed a broadside against 
the Town and Country Planning (Interim Develop- 
ment) Act, 1943. The main criticism made by Mr. 
Smith (Past-President of the Building Societies’ 
Association) is that the Uthwatt Report, if imple- 
mented, would turn individual freeholders into 
“mere leaseholders whose properties would ulti- 
mately revert to the State.’’ Mr. Smith also foresees 
such excessive competition for existing freehold 
properties as would cause prices to rocket. 

This latter speech appears to be well-reasoned and 
may point, as we stated in an article last week, to 
drawbacks in the procedure advocated in the Uthwatt 
Report which may well require attention. But we 
can discern no such quality of helpful criticism in 
Mr. King’s utterances. This is evident from an early 
statement that “the [Uthwatt] Committee’s recom- 
mendations strike at the very root of our heritage— 
that is to say, the free determination of our own 
destiny. The Report, together with others published 
during the war, places in the hands of the Civil 
Service complete control of our minds, bodies and 
estates.” There is a good, deal more to the same 
effect, the main burden of which, it may be thought, 
is more concerned with the unfettered right of 
builders to erect houses where and how they like 
than with a desire to serve a community which some 


\ 


consider has already suffered enough at the hands 
and trowels of uncontrolled development. 

Throughout the reported speech we discern a note 
of opposition to all forms of control instituted or pro- 
posed by “the Government.” It may be thought 
that the time has come when men of all callings 
should consider whether this country has not pro- 
gressed past the time for considering “the Govern- 
ment” as “they” rather than “we.” In support 
of this, it is only necessary to re-state that the 
Reports of Uthwatt, Scott, and Barlow were produced 
by independent committees which had the advice 
and have since commanded the support of the best 
technical experts in the country. It is not too much 
to say, in fact, that the origins of all three Reports 
lie in the architectural and planning professions, 
aided by enlightened industrialists, with whom have 
been closely allied at all times social workers with 
brains and hearts. The demand for an ordered 
post-war development is, in fact, not political in 
origin but social and technical, and such control as 
is proposed is, in the fullest sense, self-imposed. 
Instead of opposing progressive reform the organised 
house-builders would, we think, better serve their 
country by studying how best to conform with the 
new conditions, and particularly how to produce 
houses better in design, construction and equipment 
than they have provided in the past. So far as the 
quantity of their product is concerned they have 
served the community well; it is a pity that the same 
cannot generally be said with regard to quality. 

It would be unwise, however, to disregard the 
evidence of opposition to control that the speeches 
referred to indicate. Our problem is to provide a 
minimum four million houses as soon as possible after 
the end of war. In this private enterprise, provided 
it is prepared to adopt a satisfactory standard of 
construction and sense of public responsibility, has 
a great part to play. It becomes increasingly clear 
that wise and practicable controls of finance, siting, 
construction, labour and materials must be ready 
for the demobilisation. In default of this, the demands 
for complete derestriction will be irresistibly rein- 
forced by men and women from the Forces and by the 
families of the overcrowded and the evacuated, to 
say nothing of industrial enterprise, and another, 
perhaps our last chance of a decent, orderly and 
planned Britain will be irretrievably lost. Parlia-, 
ment must act, and act promptly. f 
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NOTES ano NEWS 


Port of London and Reconstruction, 

Tue Port of London Authority have ap- 
pointed a sub-committee of members to 
consider the County of London Reconstruc- 
tion Plan. The Right Hon. Thomas Wiles, 
P.C., chairman, P.L.A., is chairman of the 
sub-committee, which will consider more 
especially the proposals for replanning the 
riverside and means of communication in 
the L.C.C, area so far as they may affect 
industry and the present and future re- 
quirements of shipping using the Port of 
London. ; 


Hadrian’s Wall. 

Notice has been given in the London 
Gazette that the Commissioners of Works 
and Public Buildings have confirmed with- 
out modifications a preservation scheme 
(notice of which was given on December 9, 
1938), ‘‘ for the purpose of preserving the 
amenities of certain parts of the ancient 
monuments known as the Roman Wall and 
Vallum which run across the county of 
Northumberland and comprise a stone wall 
with its ditch, camps, mile castles,. turrets 
and subsidiary works, and an earthwork 
or vallum running at various distances 
south of the stone wall.” The scheme 
came into force on the date of the order, 
September 17. 

In reply to a question by Mr. Lawson 
in the House of Commons, Mr. George 
Hicks said that the attention of his Minis- 
try had been called to recent damage to 
the wall caused by quarrying in the Green- 
head area. The Minister had therefore 
issued a Preservation Order which would 
restrict the working of this quarry so as 
to cause no further damage. The other 
active quarry in the district would cease 
by the end of 1944, and would be worked, 
in the meantime, in conformity with the 
wishes of his archeological advisers. 
There was another area in respect of which 
negotiations were in progress for the pre- 
vention of quarrying. The remainder of 
the Monument in the quarrying area was 
being protected by a Preservation Scheme 
which had just been confirmed. ; 


Retirement of London Transport 
Architect. 

Mr. S. A. Heaps, F.R.I.B.A., Archi- 
tect to the London Passenger Transport 
Board, has retired after 40 years’ service. 
During his long career, Mr. Heaps has 
been responsible for the design of a great 
many buildings associated with transport, 
stations, sub-stations, depots, garages, etc. 
In the design of some stations he collabo- 
rated with Mr. Charles Holden. In the 
plans for ‘‘lift to escalator ’’ conversion 
schemes at numerous stations, Mr. Heaps 
also played an important part. In the 
realm of road transport, Mr. Heaps has 
left his mark at many points in the 
Board’s area. In 1925, new ideas in 
garage design were introduced, Upton 
Park garage being the first of a consider- 
able number of new and reconstructed 
buildings. Victoria bus garage, the latest 
to be built, is one of Mr. Heaps’s designs. 

Mr. Heaps was articled to a London 
architect in 1896, and subsequently gained 
experience in several engineers’ and quan- 
tity surveyors’ offices. In 1903 he joined 
the late Mr. Yorke’s original Under- 
ground organisation, being one of the 
first of the architectural staff. The next 
few years saw a rapid development of the 
Underground system. The programme of 
new works included no fewer than 50 new 
stations, depots and ancillary buildings. 
The famous Lots-road power-house and 
numerous sub-stations also were in course 
of construction. In all this work, Mr. 
Heaps took a large part. He was 
appointed Architect to the Underground 
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Electric Railways Company of London, 
Ltd., in 1910. 

In'1940, Mr. Heaps assisted the Minis- 
try of Aircraft Production with urgent 
construction of war factories. He is a 
member of the Council of the Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects, and serves on 
several committees in connection with 
post-war building activities. 


Durham Town Planning Appointment. 
Duruam Corporation has appointed Mr. 
Thomas Sharp, M.A., L.R.I.B.A., who 
until recently held the position of Senior 
Research Officer to the Ministry of Town 
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MILITARY CHAPEL, ST. JAMES’S PARK BARRACKS. 





A correspondent has supplied us with the 
foregoing view of the Military Chapel of St. 
James’s Park Barracks. It will provoke the 
bile in our Gothic fanciers, and at best find 
but few defenders, yet, after all, this is much 
the sort of classic art with which the popular 
mind has been familiarized; and such things 
ave taken as ‘standards whereby to estimate the 
fitness of the style for English edifices ;—as well 
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and Country Planning, as its Planning 
Consultant, with instructions to prepare an 
outline redevelopment plan for the city, 
with special reference to its buildings of 
historical and architectural interest. 


Country Towns and Planning. 

A conreRrence of the Town and Country 
Planning Association on the subject of 
‘Country Towns in a National Planning 
Policy ”’ will be held on Friday and Satur- 
day, October 22 and 23, in the Kingsway 
Hall, London, W.C.1. Many of our smaller 
towns throughout the country have re- 
cently shown themselves anxious to stake 
their claim for a share of some of the in- 
dustry and population which may be 
guided from the bigger congested cities 
after the war. 

The Association points out that indus- 
trial expansion will result in responsibili- 
ties as well as benefits. Careful atten- 
tion will have to be paid to the siting and 
design of industrial zones, and to addi- 
tional community and public buildings for 
the increased population. One session de- 
voted to ‘“‘The Arts in the Country 
Town ”’ has been arranged. This will deal 
with the types of buildings which may be 
needed for the future development of 
music, drama and the other arts in local 
life. Ways in which help can be obtained 
through existing legislation and organisa- 
tions will be suggested and further neces- 
sary legislation discussed. 


Court of Common Council Election. 

‘Mason A. D. S. Rice was elected to 
the Court of Common Council for the 
Lime-street Ward on September 23. 
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might — Gothic Se once of Church —, 
missioner’s petroonge e m as aspecimen O 
the true Gothic. After all, however; this Military 
Chapel is compared with some of 
the apings of modern imitators in both styles. 
There is a deal to be done before the merit of 
designing better things in either style will be 
based upon a principle. There will be many 
critics, and few improvers. 





The architect of this chapel, a familiar feature of Bi 
was altered internally by G. E. Street in 1875. 
Rendel, P.-P.R.I.B.A., Hon. Architect for the Chapel 


designs by Capt. H. 8. Goodhart- 


Birdcage Walk, is not known, but it 
Lately the roof has -been rebuilt to 


to the Brigade of Guards. 
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THE COUNTY OF LONDON PLAN 


MEMORANDUM BY T. AND C.P.A. 


Tue Town and Country Planning Associa- 
ution has issued a statement; drafted by its 
xecutive Committee, containing construc- 
Stive .criticism of the County of London 
plan. The statement, which has been sent 
wo the L.C.C., the Ministry of Town and 
Country Fra the Ministry of Health 
and the London boroughs, is as follows :— 
The main claim of town planning, and 
uthe reason for the great public interest in 
ot, is that it can make possible the best 
-physical surroundings for home life, work- 
ing life and community life. Because this 
ndon plan fails in the first and most 
*fundamental of these purposes, we cannot 
craccept it as it stands. We cannot believe 
<that the people of London will tolerate 
eliberate rebuilding on a large scale on 
the standards of housing proposed, and for 
that reason we consider the plan imprac- 
ticable without drastic revision. 

Before expanding our criticism, we 
desire to add our tribute to the brilliant 
presentation and the many admirable 
features of the plan. ak 

The Preamble is a valuable summary of 
the present situation and of the essential 
planning problem of London (to which we 
refer later). 

The survey work done for the Report. is 


excellent, and has added much-needed data , 


for the practical consideration of planning 
issues. 

We would refer also with general ap- 
proval to the comprehensive proposals for 
recreating community or ‘“ neighbour- 
hood ’’ life in London (which in many parts 
has disappeared to a greater extent than 
the Report realises); to the recommenda- 
tions for keeping main traffic routes away 
from residential and cultural ‘‘ precincts ”’ ; 
to the sound principles adopted in the 
road and railway proposals; to the ‘pro- 
posed sorting out and regrouping of busi- 
ness and residential areas; to the attrac- 
tive schemes for making use of the river 
front as an amenity; and to the sugges- 
tions for raising architectural. standards 
by the appointment of panels of architects 
working together. 

We cordially welcome the great atten- 
tion = to the systematic introduction, 
in all areas, of open spaces, though we 
think the standard of 4 acres per 1,000 
population is too low. Even in inner 
London the standard should ultimately not 
fall below 5 acres per 1,000, in addition to 
school playgrounds and minor greens, 
squares, etc., in the residential layout. 
(The standard recommended by Raymond 
Unwin in the London Regional Reports of 
1929 and 1933 was 7 acres of playing fields 
per 1,000, plus minor open spaces, but 
much of this was to be provided in the 
outer areas.) 

While recognising these great merits, our 
criticism of the Report is a radical one. 
In the Preamble the essential dilemma of 
London development is frankly stated. 
Should London as a whole, it asks, con- 
tinue to expand outward, or should it 
build upwards in the centre? And it 
answers ‘‘ No’’ to both question. Outward 
expansion means fatiguing and costly 
daily travel, strap-hanging and traffic con- 
gestion, and the ‘‘ sprawl’’ eats up the 


already. too-remote countryside. The 
second policy in the words of the Pre- 
amble, ‘would cram everyone into lofty, 


close-packed tenements, whose high archi- 
tectural qualities might mask their social 
deficiencies, and woul also keep factories 
within the town, thus avoiding any further 
encroachment.on the countryside.” 

This second policy, the Report adds, 
“ignores inescapable facts.’’ ‘‘ To obtain 
attractive living conditions a much lower 


density . . . must be secured ’’—by decen- 
tralising ‘‘ a large population, and as far 
as possible a corresponding amount of in- 
dustry.”” Moreover, says the Report, a 
great exodus was already taking place 
before the war. 

The right policy, it says, should be 
neither of these two, but a third policy, to 
face some loss of population; indeed, to 
** enhance it by a bold reduction.’’ Whole- 
sale rebuilding at lower density would then 

uce a really satisfying environment 
in inner London. With this statement we 
cordially agree. 

It appears to us, however, that the 
actual proposals of the plan are not in 
accord with the principle laid down. 

The Report proposes in the Reconstruc- 
tion Areas a housing density standard of 
136 persons tu the acre. This means that 
four out of five families would have to 
live in flats. 
density is placed at 200 per acre, which 
means 100 per cent. in 8 to 10 storey flats. 
As is now well known less than 10 per 
cent. of families want flats. 

The plan contemplates the ‘‘ decentra- 
lisation’’ (or moving out from over- 
crowded areas) of about 500,000 of the 
pre-war population of the ‘‘Reconstruction 
Areas.’’ Many of these have already gone 
out for war reasons (in fact, the Report 
says nearly half the population is scat- 
tered). So, in reality, it is a question of 
not, returning rather than of going out. 
The period over which this ‘‘ decentralisa- 
tion’’ is to happen is not clear ° may 
be anything from 15 to 50 years), but the 
rate is rather a slowing-up than an 
acceleration of the pre-war outward move- 
ment, which was proceeding at the rate 
of 50,000 persons a year. If this spon- 
taneous movement had continued, one mil- 
lion of the 1939 population would have 
moved out by 1959. The Report cannot 
be said to ‘‘enhance it by a bold reduc- 
tion.”’ 

In our view, the outward migration is 
not likely to be, and ought not to be, 
arrested until the central population comes 
down to a total permitting good living 
conditions, including family houses for at 
least 80 per cent. of the families remain- 
ing in the county. This means a reduc- 
tion, over the rebuilding period (whatever 
that may be), of the order of 14 million 
people. The uprooting of persons and busi- 
nesses caused by the war makes a large 
step forward possible in the immediate 
post-war period, so that the decentralisa- 
tion of a further million within 20/25 years 
would not be out of scale. 

With a continued rise in real income, 
people will insist on better housing. The 
practical choice is, therefore, between (a) 
genuine decentralisation of both industry 
and people to towns outside London’s 
country belt, and (b) a large further 
unplanned migration of people to new 
suburbs, on the pre-war pattern. If the 
latter happens, in due course much indus- 
try and business will follow the people out. 

The reduction of ag em in the centre 
will probably in the long run be much the 
same in quantity in either case. But it 
will be advantageous to London if it is 
planned for, and injurious if it is not. 

Definite decentralisation of industry and 
business, not to suburbs, but to towns out- 
side a country belt for London, is essential 
if both excessive density and fatiguing 
travel are to be avoided. While the Report 
theoretically accepts this, the proposals 
appear half-hearted. No definite indication 
is given as to a reduction of the area 
utilised for business in Central London, or 
of a lightening of the density of the busi- 
ness areas. On the other hand, a proposal 
is made for an extensive new business area 





In the Western Areas the 
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on the South Bank. This suggests that 
the momentum of the pre-war policy of 
pores, x. the increase in the amount of 
central business and industry has carried 
that policy into the body of the Report, 
though the Preamble is clear as to the 
evils to which that policy led. New areas 
for. business should not. be provided in 
Central London, unless some parts of the 
existing business areas are reclaimed for 
housing. 

Relief to the pressure within London by 
the outward movement of a proportion of 
its industry and of its people will be of 
advantage to those remaining, including 
the businesses whose location in the Metro- 
polis is a condition of their existence. 

The redevelopment of central London’s 
business and housing areas, with reduced 
density, will not necessarily mean an over- 
all financial loss or a total decline of rate- 
able value. More room will be made for 
the types of business which were best 
carried on there, economic efficiency will 
be increased by relief to traffic congestion 
and improved working conditions, and 
some costly street improvements, railway 
extensions, and reconstructions of public 
services should be saved. Flat building in 
the period between the wars was nearly 
twice as expensive as housing in new 
towns. If, as is possible, decentralisation 
produces a decline in central land values, 
any compensation falling on the London 
local authorities should be reimbursed to 
them by the Government under a national 
compensation-betterment system. 

The Association suggests to London 
authorities, and to the people of London, 
that they should withhold their approval 
of this plan as it stands, and ask for its 
recasting on the basis of a decent housing 
standard with not more than one flat 
in five dwellings. Industria] requirements 
and community advantages can be provided 
for in the best possible way by a measure 
of decentralisation that would permit. of 
this housing standard 

The planning of the County of London 
and the City area should be co-ordinated 
with the planning of the whole London 
region, 

New towns and new extensions of 
country towns in the outer parts of the 
region should be planned to provide 
attractive conditions for a proportion of 
people and industry from the central areas. 

Until inner London is made fit for chil- 
dren to grow up in, it cannot be said that 
either its business or culture is on a sound 
or lasting foundation. A long-term plan 
which disregards this basic factor is throw- 
ing-away a marvellous historic opportunity 
which is not likely to recur. 


Houses versus Flats. 

An appendix to the memorandum onthe 
subject of Houses versus Flats, states that 
numerous surveys have been made in 
1941-43 as to the type of housing preferred 
by British people. These have covered 
‘“samples ”’ of the population large. enough 
to give scientifically reliable results. 
all cases the results confirm those of the 
wide inquiries made by the Tudor-Walters 
Housing Committee, in 1918—that the 
overwhelming :najority of people prefer 
the small house or bungalow, and only a 
very small minority prefer flats. 

Altogether the inquiries covered at least 
25,000 people, of whom about 1,350 ex- 
pressed a preference for dwellings of the 
flat type; or at most 5.4 per cent. of the 
whole sample. The maximum in any one 
group was 14 per cent. (the ‘younger 
women,’’ who included 50. per cent. of 
single women). The minimum was 2} per 
cent. The result must be regarded as 
establishing conclusively the overwhelm- 
ing objection to flats and the preference 
of well over 90 per cent. of people for 
houses or bungalows. 
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A SQUARE TYPE BIN SILO—SHOWING THE SHUTTERING AT THE COMPLETION OF THE BIN WALLS. 
IS NEARLY COMPLETED AND MACHINERY IS ALREADY IN POSITION IN SOME OF THE LOWER FLOORS. 
FOR THE BUILDING OF THE PENTHOUSE OVER THE FURTHER NEST OF BINS. 
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THE CENTRAL WORKING TOWER 
PREPARATIONS ARE IN HAND 
NOTE THE ELECTRIC HOIST WHICH RAISES READY MIXED 
CONCRETE TO THE CORRECT WORKING HEIGHT. 


GRAIN DRYING SILOS 
DESIGNED BY THE MINISTRY OF WORKS FOR THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE 


THE GRAIN-DRYING SILO IS A NEW ARCHITECTURAL FEATURE OF 
the English countryside—a feature which presented the 
Ministry of Works with some interesting architectural and 
constructional problems. There are fifteen such silos in 
course of erection in various parts of Britain. A number of 
them will be ready to take in this season’s harvest; the 
remainder will be completed next year. 

This programme is necessitated by the increased production 
and use of home-grown grain, which, having a higher moisture 
content than imported grain, has to be dried in bulk before 
milling or long-term storage can take place. 

Movement by gravity and cheap storage facilities are the 
governing factors in silo design. Height is the dominant 
feature. The architectural elevation is strikingly simple—a 
central working tower, brick built, with two reinforced con- 
crete wings (finished off by a brick-built penthouse), each 
of which contains a nest of twelve storage bins. The form 
obtained by the solid mass of bins gives character peculiar 
to silo construction, and this is apparent in both the circular 
and square types now being ‘erected for the Ministry of Food. 

In designing the building, drying facilities were of primary 
importance. While sufficient storage had to be provided to 
meet deliveries of local wheat growers, it had to be possible 
to interchange wheat from any bin to any other bin either 
direct, or via the drying plant in the central working house, 
or to deliver it to road, rail or river craft. 

The data given as a basis of design were : (a) total intake 
from road and rail: 40 tons per hour; (b) drying capacity : 
from 22 per cent. to 16 per cent. at 10 tons per hour ; (c) total 
storage capacity 5,000 tons; (d) capacity of each bin to be 
approximately tons, to allow at least one bin to be turned 
within .24 hours; (e) railway facilities for a 20-truck loading- 
out capacity. 

The war-time need to concentrate labour for supervision 
purposes resulted in the adoption of the central working 
house plan, in which intake, drying and sacking-off operations 
are kept within a comparatively small area and easily super- 
vised with a minimum of staff. Conveyors run from the 


central tower over and under the storage bins. Flanking 
either side of the nests and tower and intake platforms are 
sacking-off annexes to road and rail, a boiler house, and an 
office block. The machinery receives the grain at intake leveb 
at the specified rate, lifts it to the height required, feeds :t 
on to the conveyors, and eventually deposits it in the bin. 
The circulation to the dryer is completed by accepting the 
grain on the underbin conveyor and lifting it to the required 
height for gravitation through the dryer. : 

Height in silo bins not only restricts the area of expensive 
foundations, it is a structural necessity governed by the 
column of mechanical plant housed in the central tower, 
resulting in a working house 85ft. high and (about) 30 ft. 
square. Each wing is 75ft. high (including penthouse) and 
90 ft. long. There are also a number of ancillary buildings 
containing the boiler for the dryers, heater batteries, switch- 
gear, and control offices. 

Prior to building, a geological survey is taken of the sub- 
soil. The foundation has to bear a superimposed load of 
about 9,000 tons over an area of 210ft. by 30ft., and with 
continuous shifting of the grain variable loading has to be 
met. If piles are necessary, the ‘‘ hit or miss’’ method of 
driving is therefore discarded in favour of accurate pre- 
knowledge of conditions. 

Construction work is initially concentrated on the central 
working house, for the mechanical engineers require three and 
a half months to erect and run in the plant. This central 
working house is brick built on a steel frame and consists of 
seven floors. Absolute accuracy is necessary in building to 
allow for efficient use of the plant. 

With the completion of the raft and underground work, 
heavy reinforced concrete underbin walls are erected, and the 
whole is made watertight with a tanking of asphalt. 

The casting of the bin walls is an intricate job, requiring 
accurate placing of the steel reinforcement, maintenance of 
the required consistency of concrete throughout the operation, 
plumbing of walls throughout the height of 65ft., and the 
completion of a weather-proof wali free from projecting: 
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THE RAFT IS LAID AND THE REINFORCEMENT 
FOR THE UNDERBIN WALLS IS IN POSITION. 
NOTE THE GUIDE BLOCK (ON EXTREME RIGHT) 
WHICH WAS PLACED TO GIVE FINISHED 
WALL THICKNESS, 












THE UNDERBIN WALLS ARE NEARLY COM- 
PLETED, AND ARE HERE BEING WATER- 
PROOFED WITH A TANKING OF ASPHALT. 
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THE BIN WALLS PROPER ARE NOW IN 
COURSE OF ERECTION. ON THIS SILO THE 
““ CREEPING ’”’ METHOD OF SHUTTERING IS 
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sedges that would impede the flow of the grain. A tolerance 
of only lin. in 65 ft., or one in 780, out of the perpendicular 
can be accepted, but this allowance is seldom required. In a 
recently completed job the variance was only jin. out of 
plumb. 


Two methods of wall formwork have been adopted :— 

(a) Creeping or continuous (which operates on a system of 

jacks) ; 

(b) Leap-frog or detachable with every lift (operated by a 

system of clamps). 

With the creeping method, construction joints are avoided, 
and it is possible to obtain a perfect wall over the whole 
height, whereas with the leap-frog method a construction 
joint is necessary with each lift. A further advantage with 
the creeping type is the speed of erection attained. A com- 
plete nest of bins with twelve units has been erected in six 
days : a rise per hour of nearly 54 inches of a building 90 ft. 
long, 30 ft. wide and 65 ft. high! 

After the underbin structure has been completed, the frame- 
work or mould in which the concrete is to be set is built 
up of two series of shuttering (internal and external) spaced 
at the desired wall thickness. Each series is formed of units 
of timber or steel sheeting 3 ft. deep battened and framed (by 
runners, struts and blocks) into lengths of about 8 ft. These 
are placed in an upright but slightly tapering position on 
the concrete hopper bottom slab with concrete guide blocks 
of finished wall thickness spaced at intervals along its length. 

The two series of shutters are tapered to reduce adhesion 
as much as possible and to allow the formwork flexible move- 
ment. The taper is arranged to give the required wall thick- 
ness, usually 6 in., halfway up the shutter. 

The two sets of shutters are linked by means of a yoke, 
or an inverted U-frame, of heavy timber, with the legs 
securely attached to the runners forming the frame to the 
sheeting. Seventy-three yokes are required for each nest of 
twelve bins. Upon them depends the support of the entire 
framework and working platform, so they must be spaced 
to give utmost rigidity. The formwork is then tied and a 
working platform is fixed. This type of formwork allows 
the operative to be on top of his job for placing steel and 
concrete. 


The formwork is moved by means of jacks. To each yoke 








BUILDING THE CENTRAL TOWER OR WORKING HOUSE, THE 
UNDERBIN WALLS HAVE BEEN STARTED. NOTE THE BRICK- 
WORK[ON THE|RIGHT-HAND WALL IS STARTED AT THE SECOND 
FLOOR LEVEL, TO[ALLOW EASY ENTRANCE FOR THE MACHINERY. 
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is attached a threaded tube of steel, at the bottom of which 
is a pair of spring jaws arranged so that a downward load 
will tend to close the jaws. At the top is a capstan type 
head, holed for hand operation by tommy-bar. The entire 
jack is passed through the central supporting timber members 
of the yoke and operates over a 1-in. mild steel reinforcing 
rod, firmly embedded in the concrete. It is on this steel-rod 
jacking-bar that the spring jaws operate, opening and closing 
with the necessary turn on the capstan. In its upward move- 
ment it will sustain the load of men and plant throughout 
the erection of the walls. 

About 40 operatives are required on each nest of twelve bins. 
They are arranged in gangs and shifts, for when the pouring 
of the concrete begins the work must proceed without inter- 
ruption for a matter of 144 hours. 

In the leap-frog or detachable method the formwork is 
similar to that used on the creeping type, but instead of 
being yoked it is clamped along the top edge. The forms 
are not tapered but parallel. The concrete is poured, and 
only when the section has reached the required set are 
the clamps released. Then the whole formwork is raised 
into position for the next lift. The lifting arrangements 
vary according to the plant used by the contractor, ranging 
from block and tackle to dérrick cranes. 

In addition to all the precautions used to obtain accuracy 
and plumbness of structure, it is essential to clean and oil the 
face of the sheeting at regular intervals—to leave the concrete 
as it sets, smooth and clean. 

Whichever method of construction is used, the 2,000 tons 
of concrete required are mixed at ground level and raised 
to the working platform as required by skip on an electric 
hoist. 

In wartime the necessity for working throughout the 
24 hours when creeping shuttering is taking place involves 
lighting and labour problems difficult to overcome. During 
the black-out a number of small shaded lamps afford the 
only illumination permissible. When an alert is sounded—and 
contracts in vulnerable areas have a direct telephone line 
with the nearest police post and their own siren to give 
warning—all lights are automatically put out. But the job 
continues as slowly as is consistent with good concreting, 
with the aid of hand torches. 


THE CENTRAL TOWER OF WORKING HOUSE IS BEING ERECTED ; 

THE UNDERBIN WALL IN THE FOREGROUND IS COMPLETED AND 

AWAITS A TANKING OF ASPHALT ; THE REINFORCEMENT FOR 

THE FIRST 20 FT. OF THE INTERNAL BIN WALLS IS ALREADY IN 
POSITION. 
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Fig. 1.—Model of Pair of Houses. 


EXPERIMENTAL HOUSES AT COVENTRY 


DESIGNED UNDER THE DIRECTION OF 
MR. DONALD E. E. GIBSON, A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.1., COVENTRY CITY ARCHITECT. 


WE GIVE BELOW SOME DETAILS OF THE EXPERIMENTAL HOUSES 
which are sponsored by the City of Coventry Housing Com- 
mittee under the chairmanship of Councillor Mrs. Corrie. 
These houses are being worked out by the City of Coventry 
Architectural Department, under the direction of Mr. D. E. E. 
Gibson, M.A., A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.L. _ 

In order that the nature of the project thay be appreciated, 
it is desirable to outline briefly the circumstances which led 
to the inception of the scheme and the progress made to date. 
In June, 1942, the City of Coventry Housing Committee 
became concerned as to the post-war housing situation in 
Coventry. The damage which Coventry has suffered as a 
result of enemy action needs no emphasis, and it is also 
common knowledge that, as a centre of light engineering, 
Coventry’s population has increased in order to meet war- 
time production demands. It is expected that at the end of 
the war Coventry will, on the one hand, face a considerable 
housing shortage, and, on the other, will have available 
factory space and labour especially suited to light-weight 
precision work. The Housing Committee, therefore, authorised 
the City Architect to design and erect a pair of experimental 
houses, in order to explore methods of house building other 
than those of normal practice. Shortly after the Housing 
Committee had reached this decision, an offer by Radiation, 
Ltd., to collaborate fully in the experimental work, was 
accepted by the Housing Committee, and the preliminary 
work of preparing designs was ee in hand by the Coventry 
Architectural Department. A photograph of a model (Fig. 1) 
gives a general impression of the finished appearance of the 

ouses. 


Planning.—Although the main object in erecting the houses 
was to experiment with structure, it was obviously desirable 
that the experimental work should include certain ideas of 
internal room and servicing arrangements. Planning and 
servicing desiderata, though vaguely defined, are slowly 
emerging from the reports of many official, semi-official, and 
ad hoc bodies. Broadly speaking, these desiderata may be 
summarised as :— 

(1) The proper planning of the ‘“‘ service rooms,” i.e., 
that area of the house in which the housewife spends the 
greater part of her day. 

(2) An efficient, economical and trouble-free system for the 
provision of the, ‘‘ heat services’? of the house in their 
broadest aspects, and taking due cognisance of allied services. 

As regards the service rooms, major controversy centres 
upon :— 

(a) The Kitchen.—Should the kitchen be considered as 

a workroom only, or should it be enlarged to provide space 

for family meals? 

(6) Laundry Facilities.—If it he assumed that laundry- 
work is to be done in the home, should this work be done 


in the kitchen, or, alternatively, should separate provision 

be made for clothes washing and drying, e.g., a utility 

room? 

As will be seen from the plans (Fig. 2), the City of Coventry, 
while accepting the utility room, have, for the purpose of 
these experimental houses, decided to try out both views 
on the kitchen/dining-room controversy. In house (A) the 
area allotted to family meals, though easily accessible from 
the kitchen, is a spacial continuation of the living-room. 
In house (B) the dining area, though easily accessible from 
the living-room, is a spacial continuation of the kitchen. 
In both houses, however, the kitchen proper is planned to 
separate the two main activities of food preparation and 
laundry work. 

Heat Services and Ventilation.—The heat services of the 
house comprise those for cooking, space heating and water 
heating, which all call for expenditure on the part of the 
user. Two methods of minimising costs are possible :— 

(a) To recommend the use of fuels in conjunction with 
apparatus which will yield maximum thermal efficiency, 
so that the utmost value is obtained from the heat avail- 
able. The fuels themselves should be cheap and smokeless. 

(b) To use principles of construction which themselves 
avoid the unprofitable wastage of heat so often found 
hitherto in accepted practice. 

In connection with (a), guidance has been given by @ survey 
made by the Ministry of Labour in 1937-38 and published 
in the Ministry of Labour Gazette for December, 1940. In 
this, the average weekly expenditure on fuel and light among 
8,905 ‘‘ industrial ’’ family households was found to be 6s. 5d., 
and endeavour has been made to specify equipment capable 
of maintaining this figure, whilst giving a performance con- 
siderably exceeding anything available from present customary 
practice. Detailed investigations by Radiation, Ltd., have 
shown that the most flexible service with convenience in 
operation and running costs within the stipulated limit are 
given by a combination of the smokeless fuels, gas and 
coke. The use of these has the advantage from the national 
standpoint that their production calls for the scientific pro- 
cessing of coal in such a manner that the most is made of it. 

In the City of Coventry experimental houses, alternative 
methods of using these fuels for space and water heating are 
employed. In house (A), the main source of heat is the slow 
combustion stove in the living-room. — This-stove is fitted with 
a back boiler for water heating, and in addition provides space 
heating for the living-room and dining alcove. In house (B), 
the main source of heat is the coke-burning boiler in the 
kitchen, which heats the water and ensures the space heating 
of kitchen and utility room. In both houses, cooking and 
summer water heating are carried out by gas, and there is a 
gas-heated washing machine and a gas-heated drying cupboard 
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in the utility room. In the kitchen of both houses the 
refrigerator is gas-operated. 

The hot-water system, which is efficiently lagged, has been 
designed to feed not only the domestic hot-water taps via a 
calorifier coil but also to cope with radiators. In house (A), 
radiators are placed in the kitchen, entrance hall and bedrooms 
(1) and (2). In house (B), radiators are placed in the as 
end of the kitchen, in the living-room, in the entrance h 
and in bedrooms (1) and (2). In this way a valuable basis 
of background heating is ates throughout the house, and 
upon this foundation extra heating requirements may be built 
by increasing the rate of combustion in the stove (house A) 
or in the boiler (house B). For topping-up, gas fires are 
provided in all three bedrooms in both houses, and in house (B) 
there is a gas fire in the living-room. 

It has already been pointed out that for minimum fuel 
consumption it is desirable to design the construction of the 
house in such a way as to avoid wastage of generated heat. 
In the Coventry experimental houses, this problem has been 
done by :— 

(1) Arranging the flues in the centre of the structure and 
mot on outside walls, so that heat dissipated from them finds 
its way into the body.of the house.’ 

(2) Lining the inside of the outside walls with insulating 
material and so prevent excessive loss from the structure. 
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To deal with lining first. Investigations by the Building 
Research Station have shown that as much as 33 per cent. of 
heat required with normal construction can be saved by suit- 
ably insulating the structure, which is a material saving on a 
typical heat requirement of 36 million B.Th.U. per annum. 
In the Coventry experimental houses, wall construction is 
designed to limit heat losses to 0.18 B.Th.U./Sq. Ft. /Hr/ 
deg. F., and in the living-room, where the windows are 
especially large, double glazing is provided. Preliminary tests 
have shown that the compact heating system, plus the well- 
insulated structure, make it possible for a consumption of 
14 cwt. of coke per week, or in terms of money 3s. 9d., to 
maintain the following temperature conditions :— 

(a) Living-room and dining recess at 65 deg. F. for 9 hours 
per day, and at 55 deg. F. for remainder of day; 7 Kitchen 
at 60 deg. F. for 12 hours per day, and at 55 deg. F. for the 
remainder of the day; and (c) All other parts of the house at 
50 deg. F., with ‘‘ topping-up ’’ of bedrooms to 55 deg. F. 
for 2 hours per day. 

The arrangement of flues in the centre of the structure has 
led to the idea of centralising all the auxiliary services in the 
house in a central] duct, i.e., in addition to the flues them- 
selves the necessary plumbing work, covering water supply 
(hot and cold) and disposal (bath and sink wastes, soil pipe 
from w.c.) as well as the gas service. One advantage of this 
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Fig. 2,—Plans of Type A and Type B. é: 
EXPERIMENTAL HOUSES AT COVENTRY. 
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EXPERIMENTAL HOUSES AT COVENTRY. 


4s that prefabrication is immediately possible. Another is 
that danger of freezing the waste pipes in ¢old weather is 
avoided. Still further, there is little interference with the 
structure of the house when connecting up. 

The provision of a central flue enables the question of 
kitchen and laundry ventilation to be dealt with positively. 
A great drawback in customary design has been the lack of. 
oe for the removal of smells of cooking or of laundering 
rom the kitchen other than by dissipating them through the 
thouse. This can be avoided only by positive ventilation. 
Hoods are, therefore, provided over the cooker, gas water- 
heater, sink, refrigerator, washing machine and laundry sink, 
vented into the central duct and connected to flue piping, 
which permits of the removal of the steam, etc. 

It is recognised in the foregoing that questions of kitchen 
planning and provision of heat and allied services must be 
considered as a whole and not treated independently of one 
another. Compactness of design to avoid unnecessary exertion 
is essential, whilst the provision of maximum services at 
minimum cost, both initial and running, call for due con- 
sideration before the building is commenced, and not for piece- 
meal] addition afterwards. Specification of minimum require- 
ments by responsible authorities can materially assist in 
sponsoring this new ideal. 

‘Before Live the heat services, one further point in con- 
mection ‘with the installation of the slow combustion stove in 
house (A) should be noted. This installation embodies features 

‘designed to conserve fuel by generating an appreciable quantity 
of warmed air in the room. A recess is provided in which the 
slow-combustion stove is stood. The stove design is such that 
‘a, bright-open ‘fire may be used during the day, whilst at night 
‘a slow-burning closed fire will be maintained until next 
‘morning. Air is warmed by ‘contact with the slotted outer 
casing of the stove and the walls of the recess. The recess is 
covered by a ‘“‘ roof’”’ in the form of an inverted bell, into 
which the warm air rises and spills out around the edges. 
‘The air movement is thus slowed down, and the usual blacken- 
‘ing of surfaces associated with heated air is completely 
avoided. 

This method of installation has the advantage of simplicity 
(the flue and ‘boiler pipes are the only fixed connections), it 
is applicable to fires using any of the customary types of 
fuel, and the best use is made of the heat generated—the 
usual side and back losses of heat are turned to good 
account. fe 

General.—Experimental work on structural. assembly and 
on the detail design of internal equipment is well advanced, 


but it is obviously impossible to evaluate in detail the merits 
or demerits of individual components until the whole 
assembly is completed. Nevertheless, provided this reserva- 
tion be borne in mind, it is felt that certain of the full- 
scale trials which have already been carried out justify im- 
mediate publication in order : (1) To make speedily available 
the results of research work for the benefit of those engaged 
on similar studies; and (2) To avoid overlapping at a time 
when the number of technicians working upon problems of 
post-war housing is limited. 

Structure and Constructional Outline.—In principle, the 
structure of the experimental houses consists of a steel frame 
to which suitable internal and external cladding is applied. 
Foundations are of concrete strip. Ground Floors consist of 
a layer of ‘‘ Ho-fines’’ concrete, blinded off to receive an 
all-over D.P.C. and suitable flooring. Steel Framework is 
to be of tubular steel in one house and welded strip steel in 
the other. (Note.—A full-size model of three bays of the 
tubular steel framework has been completed and can be seen 
in Fig. 7. The illustration bears witness to the lightness of 
the framework and consequently to the ease with which it 
can be erected.) 

External Wall Cladding consists, on the ground floor, of 
tile-faced concrete slabs. On the first floor, asbestos cement 
sheets of natural silver-grey colour, with a reeded surface, 
are used. Internal Wall Cladding consists of Hitchins’mobile 
partition blocks. (Note.—Fig. 4 shows some details of the 
construction of these blocks.) 

Windows, Window Trims and Flashings.—Experiments are 
proceeding with both aluminium and steel windows, and it is 
proposed, in house (B) to try out double glazing in the 
living-room windows. The use of zinc for external window 
trims and general wall flashings is being investigated. 
Internal window trims are of steel. Roofs, Haves and 
Gutters.—Here, again, with the assistance of the Zine 
Development Association, zinc is being tried out. The zinc 
covering to the low-pitched roof is of particular interest, in 
that it consists of a series of interlocking units. The units 
consist of a zinc sheeting fixed to an insulation board base 
and are made up of a long plank formed to span from ridge 
to eaves. An asbestos roof is also to be examined. 

Suspended Ceiling will be formed by an adaptation of the 
principles of Hitchins’ block construction or by means of 
an asbestos wall-board framed in light metal. Suspended 
First Floor consists of pre-filled metal trays. The trays are 
mounted on rubber pads, which in turn rest upon the tubular 
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floor joists. The technique is an experimental one, but it 
is hoped to develop a type of flooring which will provide a 
high degree of sound insulation. Staircase is of sheet metal, 
the treads being filled with composition. Doors and Door 
Frames.—In view of the possible shortage of timber in the 
post-war period, it has been thought worth while to design 
a flush door panel in alternative materials. The panel is 
therefore made with a steel frame into which rexine covered 
building board or plywood is clipped. Door frames are of 
steel, and further reference to the detail design of the door 
frames will be found in the sections dealing with ventilation 
and electric installation. 
Kitchen and Utility Room.—The detail design of the com 
onents which constitute the kitchen and utility room has 
ese based upon fairly comprehensive research, and in this 
connection the technical assistance rendered by the Associa- 
tion for Planning and Regional Reconstruction and by the 
Kitchen Planning Centre is acknowledged. It is, however. 
clear that the validity of research can only be proven by 
practice, and with this in view a full-scale model of the 
kitchen and utility roof in house (A) has been built at Radia- 
tion House, Birmingham. This kitchen has been inspected 
and very favourably commented upon by many specialists. 
It has also been tried out as a working unit by practical 
cooks. This process produced several constructive criticisms 
in the light of which the design of the kitchen has been 
amended in detail. (Note.—Figs. 5 and 6 show some details 
of the final layout of both kitchen and utility room.) 
Services.—Space and Water Heating, Water Supply and 
Disposal.—These services have already been described in some 
detail, but some additional description should be given to 
the full-scale model of the pipework which was made up for 
test purposes. As can be seen from Fig. 8, the pipework is 
contained within a welded steel cagework. . In the model the 
cagework consisted of three main demountable sections. One 
section formed the duct from ground floor to first floor; one 
section formed the duct from first floor to roof; and one 
section contained tank, cylinder and linen cupboard. Subse- 
quent experience has shown that only two cageworks are 
necessary, one for the ground floor and one for the first floor 
The cagework serves the following purposes :—(1) Housing 
and support for pipework, thus enabling all pipework to be 
factory fabricated, site work being redvced to jointing pipes 
at first-floor level; (2) housing and support for the-filue from 
the slow-combustion fire, the flue from the gas fire in bed- 
room No.:3,:-and the flue from cooker and clothes boiler, and 
the ventilation trunking from the extractor hoods in kitchen 
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and utility room; and (3) support and easy fixing for duct 
casing and removable access panels. 

It will also be appreciated from the plan that the duct. 
acts as a screen wall between the kitchen and the utility 
room on the ground floor and as a partition wall between 
the bathroom and bedroom No. 3 on the first floor. 

Ventilation.—The importance of ventilation, as well as 
heating, for the maintenance of comfortable living conditions 
needs no stressing. It is also clear that, in any system of 
natural ventilation, proper provision must be made for both 
inlet. and outlet. In the Coventry houses, the flues to the 
slow-combustion stove, and to the gas fires, provide ventilation 
outlets in the living-room and in three bedrooms. The ventila- 
tion hoods in the kitchen and utility room act similarly. The 
provision of inlets is, however, a more difficult problem, since 
air bricks have a habit of getting blocked, either by design 
or dirt. It was, therefore, decided to provide, over each door, 
a baffled air inlet. The main fresh air inlet in the house is 
situated above the front door, so that cold air entering the 
house in this way will be warmed by the hall radiator. This 
warmed air will then find its way through the baffled inlets 
over room doors and pass out through the fire flues. 

Electricity.—For a variety of reasons the electricity instal- 
lation in small houses has been based upon existing practice 
rather than considered de novo. As a result of work upon 
the Coventry Experimental Houses, certain conclusions have 
been reached, and these conclusions have been set out below 
in some detail as a basis for further development. 

Intake.—Cable gland, company’s gear, meters and con- 
sumer’s gear. Common practice hitherto has been for the 
electricity supply company to provide its own connection to 
main switch, fuse and meter, and to leave the provision of 
distribution board, local fuses, etc., to the consumer. The 
wooden backplate, with its jumble of gear, placed in a rela- 
tively inaccessible position, may cr may not have resulted 
from this policy. It is, however, clear that until responsibility 
rests with one, rather than two ; arties, it is difficult to produce 
a compact and economical intake unit, However, since both 
the City of Coventry Architectural Department and the Elec- 
tricity Supply Department are under the common authority 
of the Coventry City Council, it has been possible to design 
and manufacture a. compact ‘intake vnit whieh; it is hoped, 
will become standard practice in post-war housing. 

(Note.—Fig 3 gives some details of the intake unit which 
resulted from co-operation between the City Architect and 
the gas and electrical engineers.) 

Switching and Wiring.—In designing the switching and 

















Figs. 5 & 6.—Axonometric Views of Kitchen and Utility Room. 
EXPERIMENTAL ‘HOUSES AT COVENTRY. 
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Fig. 7.—View showing portion of Tubular Steel Frame. 
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Fig. 8.—The prefabricated Plumbing unit. 


EXPERIMENTAL HOUSES AT COVENTRY. 


wiring for the Coventry experimental houses, the following 
assumptions were made :— ‘ 

(1) The wiring of the small house may be conveniently 
considered as consisting of a number of plug points (now 
designated socket outlets), and a certain number of ceiling 
points. Switches for ceiling points are usually situated adja- 
cent to the entrance door of the room, and switches for plug 
points are unnecessary, since apparatus designated for 
plugging in usually contains its own switchgear, and the 
socket outlets can be shuttered. 

(2) If a ceiling point is operated by a switch adjoining the 
door, a path for wiring must be provided up the wall by the 
door and then across the ceiling point. 

(3) The difference between a 5-amp. socket outlet and a 
15-amp. socket outlet can be equalised by making all socket 
outlets 10 amp. 

(4) The position of socket outlets cannot be fixed for all 
time, since changes in tenant or the arrangement of room- 
furniture demands a degree of flexibility. This ‘‘ flexibility ”’ 
must cover alteration to existing socket outlets as well as the 
addition of new ones. 

On these assumptions, then, the switching and wiring of the 
Coventry experimental houses are as follow :— 

(a) The socket outlets are wired on a ring circuit, and the 
skirting is so designed as to form a conduit for the wires. 


The fascia of the skirting is of anti-scuff plastic, and is 
designed to be removable in order to facilitate alterations 
and/or additions to socket outlets. All socket outlets are 
10 amp. 

(b) Door frames are of metal so designed as to incorporate 
switch and conduit from switch to ceiling. This entails the 
carrying up of tMe door frame to the underside of the ceiling, 
a feature which, in any case, is of value in light construction. 
As previously mentioned, the space above door transom 1s 
fitted with a baffled ventilator. 

Acknowledgment.—The City Architect would, on behalf 
of his Department, like to make it quite clear that much of 
the work on the City of Coventry experimental houses would 
have been of less value had it not been for the co-operation 
and technical assistance afforded by the following companies, 
in addition to Radiation, Ltd.: Frederick Braby & Co.; 
Electrolux, Ltd.; Enfield Cable Works and Rolling Mills; 
B. Finch & Co., Ltd.; Fisher & Ludlow, Ltd.; James 
Gibbons & Co.; Hitchins- Flush Woodwork, Ltd.; Henry 
Hope, Ltd.; Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd.; Peerless 
Built-in Furniture, Ltd.; Stewart & Lloyds, Ltd. ; Troughton 
& Young, Ltd.; Turners Asbestos Cement Co., Ltd.; and 
F. P. Waltho, Ltd.; and, lastly, a personal acknowledgment 
to Mr. Edric Neel, M.A., A.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., and his 


associates in ‘‘ Arcon.”’ 











COMING EVENTS 
Tuesday, October 5. 


DEsIGN AND INDuUsTRIES Assocra- 
Trion. Mr. Gordon Russell on ‘‘ Ex- 
periences of a Designer in Furniture 
Making.” Royal Society’s Rooms, 
Burlington House, W.1. 1.30 p.m. 
(lunch, 12.45 p.m.). 

Hovustnc Centre. Mr. L. A 
Escritt on ‘‘ Supply and Disposal of 
Water and its Relation to Town 
Planning,” 13, Suffolk-street, S.W. 
1.15 p.m. 

Institutions oF Crvi, ENGINEERS 
AND THE MunictpaL AnD County Enet- 
NEERS. Joint Exhibition of Practical 
Planning. Opening by Mr. W. 8. 
Morrison, M.P. At 12, Great George- 
street, S.W.1. 3 p.m. 


Wednesday, October 6. 
InstITUTE OF REGISTERED -ARCHI- 
tects. Tenth Anniversary Luncheon. 
The Connaught Rooms, W.C.2. 12.30 


p.m. 
Town PLANNING Jormnt ExAMINa- 
tion Boarp. Exhibition of ‘‘ Set 


Pieces.”’ Opening by Mr. Henry 
Strauss, M.P. 66, Portland-place, 
W.1. 5 p.m. 


INSTITUTIONS OF CIvIL ENGINEERS 
AND MunicrpaL AND County EnGcI- 
NEERS. Conference on ‘* The Engineer, 
the Architect, and the Surveyor in 
Town and Country Planning.’ 12, 
Great George-street, 8.W.1. 2.30 p.m. 

Thursday, October 7. 


Natrona Hovsine anD Town Ptian- 
Conference of Dele- 


NING COUNCIL. 
gates from Local Authorities (con- 


tinued on October 8). Central Hall, 


Westminster. 10 a.m. 

ASSOCIATION FOR PLANNING AND 
RecGionaL Reconstruction. Dr. Innes 
Pearse on ‘‘The Peckham Experi- 
ment—Part 2.’’ 32, Gordon-square, 
W.C.1. 5.30 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF ELEcTRICAL ENGI- 
NEERS. Presidential Address by Col. 
Sir A. Stanley Angwin, Savoy-place, 
W.C.2. 5.30 p.m. 


Saturday, October 9. 

InstTitTuUTE OF VurTREOUS ENAMEL- 
LerRs. Annual General Meeting. Wal- 
dorf Hotel, London, W.C.2. 11.30 
a.m. 

Town aNvD  CountTRY PLANNING 
Association. Conference in Town 
Hall, Carlisle. 11 a.m. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Whilet we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible.) 

‘** Crown Houses.” 
To tHE Eprror or 7'he Builder. 

Srr,—Everyone engaged in the building 
and allied trades will no doubt have read 
with interest the speech of Mr. Wallis, 
President of the National Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, at the luncheon 
of the Rotary Club of London (reported in 
The Builder for September 17). 

The building trade and the housing 
question appear to be approaching a 
peculiar state, for on the one hand we 
have many of the larger contractors. not 
fully engaged and with lean prospects for 


the future, and on the other hand an 
acute shortage of housing. Between these 
two salient points stands the fact that 


there is a shortage of labour and an alleged 
shortage of materials. But overshadowin 
all these is the high cost of building an 
the consequent impossibility of financing 
very large schemes for rehousing. Mr. 
Wallis said in his speech that a programme 
of 400,000 houses per year for the next 
ten years should be built, but no doubt 
even building on this small scale the cost 
will be enormous, for 4,000,000 ‘‘ Brown- 
villes’”” would cost approximately 
£3,800,000,000, or £380,000,000 a year, and 
because of the impossibility of facing this 
enormous sum the Government cannot 
come forward with any concrete proposals, 
and the present orders to the building 
trade are only for 3,000 ‘‘ Brownvilles,”’ 
at a cost of approximately £2,750,000. 
gy in six to twelve months’ 
time, builders and building contractors 
will be almost without work, due to the 
decline in the Governmental building pro- 
gramme, and this will mean an easing of 
the labour shortage. Does this mean that 
the Government will then embark upon 
large housing schemes? I think not, for 
there is still the war to pay for, and 
where are we to find such vast additional 
sums to finance these schemes, anyway? 

There is a solution, but it is one that, 
whilst revolutionary, appears sound, and 
would require the strength of a ‘‘ Beveridge 
Report ’’ to bring it into being, or even 
shape; but having regard to the benefit it 
would give to the community as a whole 
as the first consideration, it would seem 
that something, even if revolutionary, 
would be the answer. 

The scheme, to provide almost unlimited 
finance, could be arranged as follows : 
The Government to proceed to authorise 
the various Local Authorities and other 
Local Government Boards to acquire 
land, and to invite tenders for and proceed 
to have erected a proper programme of 
housing, commencing with the areas most 
in need. Obviously, the actual number of 
such houses would be controlled by the 
labour available, but as the present 
Government war building programme is 
on the decline, each week and each month 
should find yet more and more building 
trade operatives available for such schemes, 
and thus the number could be stepped up 
and up to suit, and in the post-war period, 
as men are demobilised, they, too, could be 
directed to the building and allied trades, 
either as operatives or trainees, thus still 
increasing the total number of houses 
under construction. Working on these 
lines it may be possible to commence im- 
mediately the construction of, say, 4,000 
houses and in six months’ time increase 
the number to 10,000, and in twelve 
months’ time to 20,000, and so on until 
at the end of the second post-war year as 
many as 100,000 or more could be em- 
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barked upon with the influx of labour 
released from the Forces. By regulating 
the scheme properly and obtaining com- 
petitive tenders for the actual work, 
minimum prices would be paid for each 
house, which, whilst high at the present 
time, will tend to fall lower as the labour 
question and other vital factors ease. 
Finance could be arranged interest free, 
without borrowing, loans, or the other 
usual restrictive methods, and could be 


almost unlimited in amount, for as each’ 
scheme was launched the Government by . 


special powers would authorise an increase 
in the note issue (via the banks) to the 
value of the new scheme, thus enabling the 
wheels to commence to turn. As the 
houses were built and occupied and the 


tenants paid the rents, the notes to the , 


value of the rents received would be with- 
drawn, until ultimately the “‘ new note 
issue’? would all be withdrawn. It is 
agreed that a vast number of notes would 
have to be issued, and all sorts of compli- 
cations can and will be raised by all the 
usual financial circles, but nevertheless, a 
bold scheme is needed and a bold approach 
must be made, and there must be no 
restriction in the number of houses to be 
built due to middle-men being paid 
interest on capital loaned to the Govern- 
ment; there will still be plenty of outlet 
for banks, insurance companies, building 
societies and the like in financing private 
building enterprises. 

We can reduce the scheme to simple 
terms : Wigan-on-Sea requires one house to 
be built, permission is sought, the land 
is acquired at a cost of £100, the lowest 
tender for the house is £900, making 
house and land a cost of £1,000. The 
Government pass £1,000 to the Council of 
Wigan-on-Sea from the ‘‘ new note issue,”’ 
and the work commences; the land is paid 
for out of the £1,000 and the builder is 
paid the balance, the tenant moves in and 
pays his rent of, say, 20s. per week to the 
Council, who remit periodically this sum 
back to the Government. The Govern- 
mept, upon receipt of the 20s., immediately 
withdraws, through the banks, one of the 
£1 notes from the ‘‘ new note issue,”’ and 
so on until the £1,000 issued for the house 
and land has been covered by the rent 
paid, and at the end of, say, 20 years the 
‘*new note issue” has all been with- 
drawn, but the country stands plus one 
house that is still producing rent. The 


rent thereafter paid, or received by the 
Government for the 
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applied to the reduction of the National 
Debt or to relieve taxation generally, but 
the fact would remain that ‘‘oeut of 
nothing ’’ a much-needed house wag built, 
which in time paid for its orjgial cost, 
and thereafter remained a benefit to the 
occupier and a financial , benefit to... the 
community as a whole. é . 

Further, the financing of house-bnilding 
by this method would be cheapest, ‘and if 
comparison of the cost, to:day at, say, 
£900 each to include all the increased costs 
due to the war, is made with a similar 
house built before the war, but bought 
through, say, a building society on a 
20-year mortgage, it will be found that the 
pre-war house and financing is the more 
costly proposition. 

I do not pretend to know the ramifica- 
tions of ‘‘ governmental borrowing ”’ and 
interest paid, or how bank notes are issued, 
but the fact is known that many houses 
are needed, and if cost is the stumbling- 
block there is no need for it to be in a 
great country such as this. The critics 
will cry immediately ‘‘ Inflation,” but it 
is nothing of the sort, for good security 
in immovable bricks and, mortar exists for 
the notes issued. If the £1,000 was spent 
on a shell, that would be inflation, for 
after it had exploded its value would have 
disappeared. 

After the last war it was lamented that 
there were ‘“‘no homes for heroes ’’ that 
had been promised earlier; the same thing 
may happen after this war, unless some 
bold scheme is put into operation. Call the 
houses ‘‘ Crown Houses,”’ and let everyone 
who has “done his bit” be entitled to 
live in a ‘‘ Crown House,” and the houses 
built can be passed to our descendants as 
a memorial to the War of 1939-194? and 
the men who were entitled to live in them. 

H. M. D. 


London, 8.W.1. 


Chalk for Building. 
To tHe Eprror or The Builder. 

Sm,—tThe durability of hard chalk may 
be seen in the exteriors of several of the 
medieval churches of Rouen, which are 
built of this material. In the grand abbey 
church of St. Ouen the mullion mouldings 
of the clerestory windows are cut = 
through flints firmly embedded in chalk. 
To reassure your readers, may I say that, 
as a geologist, I have been able to recog- 
nise, in the walls of these churches, some 
characteristic chalk fossils which remove 
all doubt of the nature of the material. 

Of course, most chalk is unsuitable for a 
building stone; massive, hard beds of it 
must be found. These do exist in Eng: 
land, and have been used here and there 
for cottages, usually with a good over- 
hang of the roof-eaves. Bricks which are 
not rainproof are widely used with a pro 
tection of roughcasting; why not use hard 
chalk in the same way, in the districts 
where it can be had, thus saving trans- 
poit and fuel? 

ArTHuR WRIGLEY. 
Norbury, S.W.16. 


“Time and Line.” 
To tHe Epiror or The Builder. 

Sir,—In a note on this subject published 
in your issue of September 3, a descrip- 
tion was given of the ‘‘ Cost-Plus”’ type 
of contract erroneously called ‘‘ Time and 
Line.”’ This should be ‘‘ Time and Lime,” 
the word ‘‘lime’’ being of local origin 
and used to represent materials. 

London, W.C.2. K. D. Gupm. 


A Contractor’s Estate. 

Mr. George Gee, chairman of Gee, 
Walker and Slater, Ltd., left £600,807 (net 
personalty £212,339). : 
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POST-WAR HOUSING 


MR. GEORGE HICKS ON ITS PROBLEMS. 


Tue annual conference of the Institute 
of Housing was held at Friends House, 
Euston-road, on September 24, when Mr. 
GzorGE Hicks, M.P., Parliamentary Secre- 
tary, Ministry of Works, spoke on post- 
war house building. He said :— 

‘** The view has been expressed that we 
shall require between three and a half and 
four and a half million houses in the first 
10 or 12 years after the war. This includes 
replacement of houses or flats on existing 
sites in place of slums or obsolescent 
property. 

‘The problem is, therefore, to see how 
quickly the building industry can get back 
to the immediate pre-war output of houses 
and to step it up from that level; this boils 
itself down to a question of man-power and 
materials. 

*‘The Government has promised in 
the White Paper that the building 
industry (for the most part building 
craftsmen and labourers) will be built 
up to a ceiling of one and a 
quarter million ‘ after a period of years.’ 
Assuming that the number of craftsmen 
and labourers is built up to this ceiling 
within a few years after the war, we can 
get some idea of what the production of 
the industry in building is likely to be. 
But though houses will be a high priority 
in the early post-war years, not the whole 
of the building industry can be put on to 
building houses. There will be many other 
calls upon it, such as the immense amount 
of jobbing building which is always going 
on, repairs, redecorations, etc. There will 
be the -repair of bomb damage, and 
demands for the rehabilitation of industry, 
and for all kinds of buildings ancillary to 
housing, such as_ schools, shops, and 
clinics; and still much more, such as the 
tremendous amount of work envisaged in 
the many plans of urban reconstruction. 

“Tf we are to average 400,000 houses 
per annum over twelve years, our pro- 
duction curve after the initial post-war 
period may have to reach something like 
450,000 per year to make up for the lean 
years at the beginning, when production 
will be lower. After the last war it took 
seven years to reach a production of 
200,000, and during the 20 years, 1919- 
1939, we produced an average of only 
200,000 houses, although for the three 
years immediately before this war we were 
averaging about 350,000 dwellings per 
annum. 

“There seem to be two ways to step 
up .production to what is now contem- 
plated, and. both are necessary. The first 
is to build up the allocation of man-power 
for house building to its greatest possible 
extent. My Ministry has this matter in 
hand. The second is to get greater output 
per man/hour by more modern and more 
scientific methods. My Ministry also has 
this very much in mind. Here two main 
things are necessary :— 

(a) Improved organisation to get 
greater economy and speed in building. 

(b) Simplification of design to reduce 
labour and materials, including stan- 
dardisation and manufacture of building 
components. 

‘There are mary questions related to 
these more rapid precision methods. There 
is the extent to ,which standardisation, 
mass-production and _ prefabrigation—in 
whole or in part—can assist this greater 
output. My Ministry, in its Directorate 
of Post-War Building, is studying these 
matters with a sense of their great urgency. 
My Minister has recently appointed a Con- 
troller of Experimental Building Develop- 
ment, whose business it is to facilitate the 
building of experimental structures. 
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These, in regard to housing, are examined 
by the Interdepartmental Committee on 
House and Flat Construction under the 
chairmanship of Sir George Burt. When 
these experimental models, employing new 
methods of construction, have been built, 
we shall be able to see them and give our 
views on them. We shall then get some 
*clearer picture of what we ought to do in 
the future. 

‘“We have already received a great 
number of proposals for post-war houses 
from a great variety of sources; from 
private individuals, inventors, designers, 
and from industrial, engineering, and other 
organisations; and not a few from well- 
established building firms who are looking 
into the future. Nearly all of these pro- 
posalg are based upon some measure of 
prefabrication and standardisation. 

‘*Some of them are quite weird and 
wonderful ; some are far too costly (we 
have a costings research section in the 
Ministry which checks up on the costs). 
But many of the proposals are sensible and 
well thought out; these are carefully 
examined by the Controller of Experi- 
mental Building and the Interdepartmental 
Committee, and every assistance is given to 
promising schemes in the way of advice 
and licences. 

‘‘ The main thing about the house of the 
future will be its improved kitchen plan- 
ning and equipment. This is where stan- 
dardisation and mass-production can be of 
the greatest help. After the first two or 
three years when we have got into big- 
scale production, there is no reason why we 
should not have kitchens and bathrooms 
and fittings in every home which will really 
be a joy to behold and a pleasure to 
work in. 

‘** Research is now going on under the 
auspices of my Ministry into all sorts of 
things of concern to the housewife—heat- 
ing, fireplace design, natural and artificial 
lighting, clothes-washing machines, and, of 
course, our dear old friend plumbing. If 
we have our way, frozen pipes will be a 
thing of the past. Through the Building 
Research Station and others, we have ex- 
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periments going on in prefabricated plumb- 
ing sets which can be made in the factory 
and rapidly assembled on the site—wit 
every part npmbered for spare parts. 

‘* But to get down to low costs on all 
these improvements requires a tremendous 
joint effort. It depends on standardisation 
and highly organised production. I am 
told, for instance, that refrigerators could 
be produced for a few pouads apiece if a 
precise order were placed for one standard 
type for, say, 200,000 pen annum. On the 
other hand, I am also told that almost 
every man (or is it woman?) will want his 
or her own special style of refrigerator. 
Incidentally, I have heard it said that in 
the future every town and village should 
have its own style of architecture. That 
would be delightful, but I have wondered 
if there are enough styles of architecture 
to go round. 

“*The only way to solve the housing 
problem is by a big co-operative effort 
where individual interest will have to be 
adjusted to the needs of the community as 
a whole. And I am certain that no one 
bright idea, nor one method of building, 
whether traditional or modern, is going to 
save the situation. We shall need every 
sound material, every reasonable and 
economic method, and every craftsman and 
mechanic who is willing to learn and lend 
a hand in this mighty task.” 


ALLIED NATIONS’ BUILDING 


CONFERENCE 
VISIT TO COMMONWEALTH HOUSE. 

Ar the invitation of Alderman Sir 
George Broadbridge, M.P., members of the 
Allied Nations’ Building Conference, on 
Monday morning last, inspected a recently 
erected commercial building, Common- 
wealth House, New Oxford-street, W.C., 
and afterwards were the guests of Sir 
George at lunch at the Holborn Restaurant. 
Among those present were Mr. W. E. Rice, 
O.B.E., J.P., Chairman of the L.M.B.A. 
group, and the following representatives of 
the L.M.B.A. : Mr. E. W. Garrett, Junior 
Vice-President, Mr. Nigel Hannen, and 
Mr. P. Smallwood, Hon. Treasurer. 
Representatives of the Ministry of Works 
were Mr. John H. Markham, F.R.I.B.A., 
Chairman of the United Nations’ Technical 
Building Committee, and Mr. E. Terry 
Pledge. The following Allied Nations were 
represented: France, Greece, Poland, 
Norway, Czechoslovakia, Holland, and Bel- 
gium and Luxembourg. Lieut.-Col. H. P. 
Cart de Lafontaine, O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A., 
the architect for the building, and Mr. 
W. A. Lewis, consulting architect,, were 
also present. 

Commonwealth House was completed in 
1940 and was illustrated in our issue for 
January 26 of that year. ‘It is a block of 
offices and shops and also includes self- 
contained licensed premises. The structure 
is of reinforced concrete with brick outer 
walls and is planned on the cantilever prin- 
ciple to reduce the depth of main beams and 
thus give more headroom internally; it 
consists of basement, ground and nine 
upper floors. 

The visitors, who displayed keen interest 
in all they saw, were taken round the 
building in four parties, having as leaders 
Lieut.-Col. Cart de Lafontaine, Mr. W. A. 
Lewis, Mr. David Ainslie (managing 
agent), and Mr. Leonard Forcey (managing 
director of Messrs. Prestige and Co., Lid., 
the builders). 

After lunch Sir George Broadbridge wel- 
comed the visitors in a short speech. The 
representative of the Greek Government 
responded. Mr..W. E. Rice then proposed 
a vote of thanks to Sir George Broadbridge 
for his kindness and hospitality, which was 
carried with acclamation. 
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HOLIDAYS WITH PAY 
MANAGEMENT COMPANY'S INITIAL 
REPORT. 


Tue Ordinary General Meeting of the 
Building and. Civil Engineering Holidays 
Scheme Management, Ltd., was held on 
September 22 at the registered office of 
the company, 82, New Cavendish-street, 
London, W.1. Sir Clement D. M. Hindley, 
K.C.LE., M.Inst.C.E., presided, and was 
supported by the directors of the company. 

HE CHAIRMAN, in moving the adoption 
of the report and accounts, explained that 
the accounts referred only to the initial 
soma of the company’s existence of about 
our months, and that the figures in the 
accounts consequently bore little resem- 
blance to the figures which will appear in 
the accounts for the first full year of work, 
In particular, he drew attention to the 
setting up of the Holidays with Pay Joint 
Industrial Board, which had dealt with a 
number of difficult cases and had given 
rulings of great value which had helped to 
smooth the path of the company. 

He referred to the great enthusiasm 
exhibited by many employers and opera- 
tives in the industries concerned, which 
had greatly facilitated the work of the 
machinery. that had been set up, and he 
took the opportunity of thanking all those 
who had helped so admirably in making 
the company a success. He felt sure that 
they would have the satisfaction of know- 
ing they were taking part in the develop- 
ment of one of the most important social 
and cultural movements in their industrial 
history. 

Following are points from the report :— 


The Directors’ Report. 

Ever since the inauguration of the 

Holidays with Pay Scheme in February 
there has been a progressive increase 
week by week in the purchases of 
stamps by employers in the build- 
ing and civil engineering industries. 
This increase has become very substantial, 
especially during the past two months. The 
actual figures up to August 14, 1943, will 
no doubt interest members : the total sales 
to 15,905 employers amounted to 
£1,020,888, and £144,054 has been reim- 
bursed in respect of holidays in 1943. In 
the early days some opposition towards the 
scheme was displayed by a small minority 
of employers. Such opposition came to a 
head when certain firms who sought to 
contract out of the scheme were brought 
by the National Federation of Building 
Trades Operatives before the National 
Arbitration Tribunal. On June 16 the 
Tribunal made an award in favour of the 
company’s scheme in these terms :— 
‘The Tribunal have given careful considera- 
tion to the above-mentioned statements and 
submissions made on behalf of the parties. They 
award that the firms concerned shall observe 
the terms and conditions of the Holidays-with- 
Pay Scheme recently agreed to and adopted by 
the building and civil engineering industries 
as administered by the management company 
in accordance with clause 16 of the scheme.” 

This award and other industrial action 
taken has had the effect. of conferring upon 
the company, in the matter of holidays 
with pay, a status in the industries which 
cannot be questioned or denied. 

A factor which has contributed consider- 
ably to the elimination of industrial 
friction in the administration of the scheme 
has been the setting up of the Holidays 
with Pay Joint Industrial Board. This 
body was instituted because the company 
considered; and the. board of management 
agreed, that matters likely to lead to indus- 
trial disputes should .be cleared up by 
special machinery and should not: form part 
of the duties of the company. This doci- 
sion involved an amendment of Clause 16 
of the Agreement dated October 28, 1942. 
One of the first tasks to which the Indus- 
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trial Board addressed itself was that of 
smoothing away difficulties which had 
arisen over the smallness of holiday credits 
available to operatives for holiday periods 
during 1943. The smallness of the credits 
was due to the fact that the first account- 
ing period ran for nine weeks only instead 
of a normal period of 51 weeks. It is due 
to the activities of the board that these and 
other industrial questions have been satis- 
factorily adjusted. 

Many special difficulties which could not 
possibly be visualised before the scheme 


was actually launched have been sur-. 


mounted; for instance, the repayment to 
thousands of operatives drafted out of 
industry to join H.M. Forces; the receipt 
of thousands of cards from operatives 
transferred to other industries by the 
Ministry of Labour and National Service, 
erroneously demanding payment before the 
dates prescribed in the j bwomidy It will 
be appreciated that these and other diffi- 
culties will disappear as soon as conditions 
become more normal. Claims from 
employers for reimbursement have been 
expeditiously dealt with, and as a general 
rule have been settled well within the 
period allowed in Clause 14 of the Agree- 
ment. 

After meeting current expenditure and 
making provision for reimbursements to 
contractors, we have invested £750,000 in 
24 per cent. National War Bonds, 1951-53. 
These investments are held as a reserve by 
the company against charges in respect of 
reimbursement of holiday credits. 


BOOK RECEIVED 
Hovusinc Prostems. (Association of 
Building Technicians, 5, Ashley-place, 
London, S.W.1.) Price 7s. post free. 
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UTHWATT AND THE 
BUILDING SOCIETIES 


“SPECULATION IN LAND TO BE 
DEPLORED.” 


Mr. Witt1am McKiwnnett, Chairman of 
the Building Societies Association, com- 
mented on the Uthwatt Report in an 
address to the Metropolitan Association of 
Building Societies in London last Friday. 

‘* Speculation in land to be used for 
housing large numbers of our countrymen 
after the war is to be deplored,” he said. 
‘‘ With this situation in prospect, it was 
not surprising that the Government asked 
an expert committee to make inquiries 
regarding the best policy to make such 
speculation impossible, or, at least, very 
difficult in future. This was elementary 
political wisdom, but it will doubtless 
require more than elementary - political 
wisdom to determine the lines of actual 
legislation to deal with this problem. 
Surely, however, it is not beyond our 
ingenuity to devise a policy which will 
prevent undesirable speculation, and, at 
the same time, provide such forms of 
widely acceptable land tenure as_ will 
properly protect the individual’s rights 
and the community’s interests alike. In 
the past. freehold tenure has not had the 
monopoly of public appreciation. Build- 
ing societies have done a great volume of 
business on suitable leasehold securities.” 

It had always been a source of satisfac- 
tion to building societies, continued the 
speaker, that the more thoughtful in_all 
the leading political parties had recognised 
home-ownership as something which, 
broadly speaking, was as beneficial to the 
individual as to the nation. ‘‘ Thus build- 
ing societies—and as a corollary the 
Building Societies Association—have not 
so far been called on to defend this right 
of our John Citizen to own his own house, 
if he so desired. As a result, building 
societies, and thereby our Association, 
have been able to stand aloof from the 
arena of party politics. I hcpe that we 
shall always be in this fortunate position, 
and the Building Societies Association 
itself will certainly strive to maintain it.” 

The major object of building societies, 
concluded the speaker, was to enable the 
citizen to own his own house, where this 
best served his interests. It was 
admittedly important that only those 
whose circumstances were such that home- 
ownership would benefit them should be 
encouraged to follow this path. All the 
signs seemed to suggest that after the war 
there would be favourable opportunities 
for extending the advantages of home- 
ownership to a further substantial section 
of the community. 


NEW «FENCING’’ ASSOCIATION 


Tue Timber and General Fencing Con- 
tractors’ Association has been formed, 
with the following objects: (a) To safe- 
guard the well-being of the industry; 
(b) to develop the growth of the industry; 
(c) to maintain fair selling prices; (d) to 
maintain a proper standard of quality and 
workmanship; (e) to take action in any 
matters of general interest to the industry. 
The Association is open to all who, as 4 
firm or as a department of their firm, are 
concerned with ‘‘ fencing contractor” 
activitiés. It is intended that operations 
shall be on a national basis with regional 
consideration of problems, and jt is pro- 
posed that representatives be appointed to 
the National Joint Industrial Council for 
Fencing and Allied Trade Products. 
Further information may be obtained from 
i ea 317, High Holborn, London, 
W.C.1. 
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October’ 1, 1943 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Scott and Uthwatt Reports. 

Mr. GRAHAM WHITE asked the Minister 
of Town and Country Planning whether 
he was now in a position to make a state- 
ment on the decisions taken by the 
Government on the Scott and Uthwatt 
Reports? 

Replying to this and other questions, 
Mr. Morrison said that the Scott Re- 
port had now been examined, and the 
Government hoped shortly to make a 
statement on the recommendations. Par- 
liament had already given effect to 
certain recommendations of the Scott and 
Uthwatt Reports by the Town and 
Country Planning (Interim Develop- 
ment) Act, 1943, passed in July, which 
applied planning control to the whole 
country and gave increased powers of 
control over interim development to plan- 
ning authorities and to the Minister. 
Further, the Government had already 
announced their acceptance of the prin- 
ciple of the public acquisition of all land 
in reconstruction areas, and progress had 
been made in the preparation of the neces- 
sary legislation. The Government had 
also announced their acceptance in prin- 
ciple of the recommendation of the Uth- 
watt Committee that, in order to prevent 
post-war reconstruction from being pre- 
judiced, the compensation payable in the 
public acquisition or control of land 
should not exceed the standard of values 
at March 31, 1939. They hoped shortly to 
make a further statement on the detailed 
application of that principle. The further 
matters dealt with in the Uthwatt Report 
were still under consideration. 


Working-Class Houses. 

Mk. CRAVEN-ELLIS asked the Minister of 
Health whether he intended to get the 
views of industrialists on the housing of 
their workers; and could he give any 
statistical evidence of the loss of effi- 
ciency in industry due to bad housing? 

MR. Brown said that the answer to the 
first part of the question was “ Yes, Sir,” 
and to the second part, ‘‘ No, Sir.” 


Slum Housing. 

Mr. CRAVEN-ELLIS asked the Minister of 
Health if there was an official definition 
of a slum house, as no Housing or Public 
Health Act gave such a definition? 

Mr. Brown said that the term 
“slum house ’”’ was one generally under- 
stood, and commonly used by those not 
wishing to resort to legal language, as 
describing a dwelling defined in the 
Housing Act, 1936, as one which was un- 
fit for human habitation and was not 
capable at a reasonable expense of being 
made so fit. 

MR. CRAVEN-ELLIs asked the Minister of 
Health how much of the pre-war slum 
clearance programme to demolish 280,000 
houses and replace by building 295,000 
houses, to accommodate 1,293, slum 
dwellers was completed before Septem. 
ber, 1939; and what would be the ultimate 
cost of this scheme? 

Miss HORSBRUGH ‘said that at the out- 
break of war the slum clearance pro- 
gramme of local authorities had in- 
creased to 472,000 houses, of which 259,000 
had been demolished or closed; and 
282,883 new replacement houses had been 


completed; providing accommodation for ~ 


1,332,019 persons. The Minister was un- 
able to say what the total ultimate cost 
of this scheme would be, but it was esti- 
mated that the ultimate cost to the Ex- 
chequer of the 282,883 new houses would 
be approximately £120,000,000. 


Post-war Construction. 


Str R. Crarry asked the Minister of 
Health what preparatory arrai@ements 
had .been made by the Government for 
large-scale post-war construction of new 
and appropriate housing accommodation ? 

Mr. Brown said that in March last all 
housing authorities in England and 
Wales were asked to prepare programmes 
showing» the number of houses they 
thought it practicable to build in the first 
year after the general resumption of 
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house building had been authorised. 
These programmes were to be based, as a 
rough guide, on the annual output in 
pre-war years. He also asked. local 
authorities to submit proposals for 
the acquisition of any extra land 
needed for carrying out the programmes, 
after local consultation with the authori- 
ties responsible for planning and agri- 
culture. Up to September 15 proposals 
for building 172,141 houses had been re- 
ceived from 846 authorities. 8,690 acres 
of land was already held by these authori- 
ties and proposals to buy a further 8,208 
acres had been submitted. The part 
which private enterprise could play—in 
his view an important part—was now 
being considered by a sub-committee of 
his Central Housing Advisory Committee 
under the chairmanship of Sir Felix Pole. 

Mk. SORENSEN asked the Minister of 
Health what further steps he was taking 
to deal with the present housing short- 
age; whether his programme of urgent 
rural house building was to be expanded; 
how many of these houses would be com- 
leted by 1944; and what effective action 
ocal authorities had taken under new 
powers of requisitioning houses recently 
conferred on them. 

Mr. Brown said that a draft scheme for 
giving housing work the first call on 


immobile building labour had _ been 
circulated to representatives of the 
associations of local authorities and 


would be discussed with them this week. 
He was not in a position to make any 
statement on the second part of the ques- 
tion. As to the third part, it was antici- 
pated that 50 per cent. of the houses 
would be completed before the end of 
1943. In reply to the fourth part of the 
question, he would be obtaining prelim- 
inary information shortly, and would 
communicate with his hon. friend in due 
course. 


Site Values. 

MR, Lestiz asked the Minister of Health 
whether he was aware of land specula- 
tion throughout the country calculated to 
raise the cost of site values and handicap 
local authorities inthe carrying out of 
sain | schemes; and what further 
action he intended taking to put a stop 
to site sales by speculators ? 

Mr. Brown said that in authorising 
local authorities to purchase sites needed 
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for.a first year’s housing programme, he 
indicated that the price paid should not 
exceed the 1939 value. 


Housing in Africa. 

Mayor Lyons asked the Seeretary of 
State for the Colonies. whether he could 
now give the names of the town planning 
experts he had selected to advise on the 
lay-out of urban housing estates in the 
various African Colonies; and whether 
any had yet taken up their duties? 

Mr. Emeys-Evans said that owing to 
the great demand in this country for 
town planning experts, difficulty. had 
been experienced in finding suitable 
candidates for Colonial appointments. It. 
was intended, however, to appoint an ad- 
viser on housing and town planning for 
West Africa, who would work under the 
Resident Minister. If a suitable candi- 
date could be found it was hoped that 
this appointment would be made shortly. 
So far as East Africa was concerned, the 
question of appointment of a town plan- 
ning expert would be considered in con- 
nection with various housing proposals 
which were now under examination. 


Wood-working Industry. 

Str REGINALD CLARRY asked the Minister 
of Supply what steps he had taken to 
control the wood-working. industry of 
this country; and if he would state the 
presiag terms of the instructions given to 

is Directorate for that purpose, and 
whether such instructions provided for 
safeguarding the demands which would 
be made upon the industry at the cessa- 
tion of hostilities for the mass produc- 
tion of houses? 

Str ANDREW Duncan said that the func- 
tions of the Directorate were to co-ordi- 
nate demands on the wood-working in- 
dustry and to arrange with the Govern- 
ment. Departments concerned that their 
orders should be placed in such a. way as 
to secure the best use of the industry’s 
resources and -to release surplus labour 
for essential war purposes. The Director- 
ate was assisted by an advisory trade 
panel and an inter-departmental com- 
mittee. The latter included representa- 
tives of the Health Departments and the 
Ministry of Works, who had in mind the 
needs of post-war housing. 


Renair Licences. 

Sir Ropert GoweER asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to.the Ministry . of 
Works how many licences had been 
granted to private persons to carry out 
repairs to war-damaged homes or shops 
at a cost of over £100? 

Mr. Hicks said that between January 
1, 1942, when war damage repairs became 
subject to the licensing regulations, and 
September 9, 1943, 16,939 licences had 
been, granted to private persons and com- 
panies to carry out repairs to war- 
damaged homes and shops at a cost of 
over £100. Of the total of 16,939 licences, 
15,291 were granted for houses and 1,648 
for shops. 


Paint Order. 

Str JoHN Metior asked the Parlia- 
mentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Works on what principle. persons were 
selected as distributors under the pro- 
visions of the Control of War Emergency 
Paint Order, 1943 (S.R. and N..No. 1,183 
of 1943); and whether any. paint distri- 
butor who was not selected: had any right 
of appeal against his non-selection ? 

Mr. Hicks said that prior to the war 
about 50,000 retailers were dealing in 
paint, and it had only. been possible to 
select less than 3,000 for the distribution 
of this relatively small quantity of emer- 
gency war-time paint. ‘Distributors were 
selected after consultation with the Trade 
Associations and with a view to securing 
a fair distribution ‘spread over the whole 
country. Applications for addition to the 
list had generally been granted, subject 
to this consideration. If there were other 
distributors who wished to be added the 
Ministry was quite willing to consider 
applications and any dissatisfied distribu- 
tor might appeal to the Minister. 


F 





Octeber’ 1: 1943 
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RATES OF WAGES IN. THE BUILDING TRADE 
AS AND FROM 2nd APRIL, 1943 
{Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors| 
} 
Crafts- | Lab- Crafts-| Lab- Icratts- | Lab- | Crafts- | Lab- 
men. | ourers. men. | ourers | men, | ourers. || men. | ourers. 
Aberavon ....---+-+| 2/3 | 1/7 |{Cleveloys....-.-.+.-+ 2/0 | 1/1 lisle of Thanet ....-. | 1/10 | 1/34 | Saxmundham.... andl vty Pe 
berda: mh itheroe...........+ \Isle of Wight ....... = foe ten 
Abergavenny ........| 2/0 | 1/7, |\Cobham n (Sires) 1/11 |. 1/64 |\Keighley -.........- | 2/0 | 1/7 |Scunthorpe ...2..::| 1/7 
Abingdon ..........| 1/404) 1/38 |Colchester .........+ 1/114) 1/64 | Kenilworth ....... :| 2/0 | 1/7 |'Selby ..... sliseeeee] 3/0 1/7 
Accrington ..... at tt 1/7 | Colwyn Bay oie a aan 1/il |} 1/ Kettering M. B. -e| 2/0 1/7 l'Sevenoaics seeeeeeeee! 1/103} 1/5} 
Aldeburgh ...... «we ddi ate 1/44 |\Congleton .......... 1/114} 1/64 ||Kidderminster M.B...| 1/114} 1/64 | Sheerness a éiobba bes | 1/10} 1/54 
Aldernbes hatae mete Sie yh : + uw rey c- Bei T10 1/54 fava & ge CN Piles vio : (st | noted $68 eben nd | Ef iy 
AD. ineedg + Cranbrook ........+.+ ir! SPL90 So cpidl | Shipley ........ vrnt / 
ote a Wits] 1/64 |Cranleigh -.00000. | 10 | 1/54 | Knowle 40.20.2020 | Wie | 768 ‘Shoeburyness aot At Pe 
Altrincha Loh AAS, 1 fawley ..... erler'd-4 ee EEE ET |Shoreham .........- 
Paable’ sevipberlaee | 1/114) 1/64 |. Crewe ...........20 1/114, 1/ ‘Lea on M.B «| 2/0 1/7 | Shrewsbury M.B. ....| 1/114) 1/ 
Amersham ........-- 1/104; 1/5 |\Cromer ........-.+6 | 1/9 1/42 |'Leatherhead ........ | 1/11 | 1/6 | Sittingbourne voccerte fOd 3/5 
Ammanford ...... .e| 2/0 1/7 | Crowborough........ | 1/10) 1/5 (2°25) a aes | 2/0 1/7 |\Skegness U.D...... .]| 1/11 | 1/6 
Andover ........++++ 1/10 | 1/54 |\Cuckfield .......... | 1/10 | 1/5% |\Leicester C.B......... 2/0 77 Sleaford U.D. ::....! 1/103) 1/58 
2 en ES" Bees ee Ar Hf Aa, - ASAE | ny i peiaiece Buzzard it Va | | slough. presser ae seel po uh 
Arundel ............ ¥ ATWON |... . ined eee jLetchworth......... + methwick .......... 
Rao 291s 1/10 | 1/5$ ||Daventry M.B. ......) 1/104). 1/53 Ret eee pgp | 1/10 | 1/54 |Southampton ......| 1/114) 1/ 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch ri OG an. SE 4 : y 5 LLichtield MB ingens y : 1 i “y oe  ditd yh, : 1} : ish 
U.D. nbig ‘OWN ...... | incoln C.B. ........ |Sou rt corccece 
Ashford (Kent) ...... 1/10 | 1/54 Derby CB... weee ef) 3f0 1/7 ||Littlehampton ...... 1/10 | 1/54 |\South Shields <nin ceca tne 1/7 
Ashford (Middlesex)..| 2/0 1/7 ||Devizes .........00- | 1/9 1/4} |\*Liverpool .......... $§2/1 q Spalding — .....++0++ 1/10 | 1/5. 
Ashington .......... vet i Orpenagi pe Pe as tt HH [Lendedeo a  : 0 ist Stafford M.B...... sols Hits ile 
Peeend . ow cate caed NdCOt......- eee Melly ...sceserees! MMINES ecw eens 
Ashton-under-Lyne ..| 2/0 1/7 |\Diss <oesnhe ed | 1/84 iat oni ‘Stamford M.B. se) AZ 1/6 
Acketemy 56 odie cae i“ iad (Doncaster cseeseaee 794 Ws yi marae sane a | an in, | Stevenage ota shi plete ae vs 
Sukivcven ous OTCRORET 2... sb eee | 12-15m. radius ; Stockport ........+. / 
~ ie ae 1/10 | 1/54 |(Dorking ..222222222. | 1/104) 1/54 |'Long Eaton U.D. 2/0 | 1/7" Stockton-on-Tees ....| 2/0 | 1/7 
we el epeavnetre “"*) 4710 | 1/54 |\Dover .........-2---| 1/10 | 1/54 |/Longton ............ 2/0 1/7 |\Stoke-on-Trent C.B...| 2/0 1/7 
Madey tL ae 1/7 ge ee see nas ; Wats us [Loughborough M.B...| | 0 tae ome = B. | Vie 
riffield ............| 1/103} 1/53 |\LouthM.B........... tourport U.D. ...... 
oe cageey Re Bhi we “a Droitwich ng eT 1/114, 1/65 owbetoh SUP rsa 1/10 | 1/54 |\Stowmarket ........ ; 1/9 1/4 
yt Le Feel 2/0 1/7 meson amg teeeee| att Va hes cacusecsis dive “ tf yal [Stratford-on-Avon | ig | itt ve 
: unstable .......... acclesfield ........ B. 
— YA ae tts} Ve ‘Durham City cssixd | 2/0 {| 1/7 |\Maidenhead ........ 711 |. 176% |'Stroud  .....--..00- | 1/11 tet 
“oi as Se aera 2/0 | 1/7° |\Eastbourne.......... | 1/11 | 1/6§ ||Maidstone .......... 1/104 1/ 53 |\Sunderland ........ | 2/0 1/7 
Beaconsieid seers tOM! A/SE e, Gem. isos, Val.) | 70 | Me paaivera RAD sive ney a a8 | caves Sennee M.B. a" tag 
Beccle / / st Grinstead ...... EE ad's x02 4 / waffham ......+.+. 
resets Sear a iat | a gees 547 1/10 | 1/54 ||Manningtree ......... 1/9 1/43 | Swanage ......-...| 1/1 1/54 
Bedford att cede 1/10" Sk |i IEly | 1/9 1/43. ||Mans 2/0 Wi | Swansea 2/0 1/7 
amste: ‘iliciiee oh | att cee eeeoccee eee | [AVRGEERSESUENS LVR tEDe ee eens . eereeeeereee 
/ 1/64 |Epping ....... becve|) 240;21 af IMatot): indndicdnises | 1/9 1/43 |Swindon __........ 1/104) 1/52 
Berwick irnvvernenl) gia toy? | Bxamee c.. |’ Thr Wan anaes eee 1/10 | 4/54 |/Tamworth M.B....... 1/114] 1/64 
Meaty 200 7° Pr tr 1/10}, 1/53 a. - ve 1/34 | | ee We 1/$t | Leaewion BT sedi « Wh a 
i | akenham . / | atloc oD. ponpee / | enterden .......0e% 
a atl Hype et ie ist ‘Falmouth 1/104 1/52 |/Melton Constable 1/84 | 1/4$ | Thames Haven j 2/0 1/7 
Billericay......... """] 17951 1/5 [parehama { ye 4 i 1S | Meune Mowbray . ye / } I 1/68 Thetford, ag meginewy tats Ves 
iechi / aversham . / DMOSUINT 30.05 c0cepas / /7 |\\Thorpe Bay ........ 
oe <7 eed leat | 4? |/Relixstowe 1/11 | 1/6 | Middlesbrougiy .°7 2/0 | 1/7 |Todmordea <2... | 2/0 | Ye 
Birmingham CB. ....| +2/0 | ¢1/7. ||Filey ..... 1/104) 1/S# ||Middleton .......... 2/0 1/7 {Tonbridge .......... 1/104) 1/52 
Bishop Auckland _”. : ‘| 270 | 1/7. ||Eleetwood 2/0 | 1/7 ||Middlewich ........ 1/{14} 1/6} | Torquay ........%.. | 1/114) 1/64 
Bishop’s Stortford....| 1/11 | 1/6 eon Stas a0 | A | a Haves Pg art — eR ea ‘a ad 
olkestone ..... ||Morecambe / rowbridge ........ | 
eer hatin | 3/0 | 147 |\Frinton-on-Sea 1/10 | 1/5 ||Morley ....: 3/0 |, S- WEemmto,!) -ascisasceee | 1/94 | 1/5 
aaa a Bile! fas | 1/7 -[Brome'"’........ceuels OF? 1/4} ||Mundesley . 1/9 1/4} | ‘Tunbridge Wells ne eel 1/104, 1/53 
—— Regis....... a V0 | a | \Gainsborough U.D. ..| yit 1/6t ‘Nantwich. meme one . Ye 1/$+ | einen See) - *| 1/104 tsi 
0 eee a teshead .......... elson ....-.-+++-- bt aot | 
Bournemouth........ | A/1L | 1/64 Gillingham (Kent)... 2} 1/11 1/6} ||Newark-on-Trent .... 1/114) 1/6} | hsheyearge 4 seer? Sr Sh rh) Ww 
Bracknell .......... | 1/10 |. 1/54 |IGlossop, ..........2 i 2/0 | 1/7 |\Newbury......... wan f 1/10: TORS I Waled an giptesgesi hie | 20 1/7 
eae fa-sosnsness “ Va Hoan ee Seo ee 110°} Msi neon tye oad 20 a | a aan Te rears] Bat! ya 
‘ord-on-Avon .. alming “creer? Newcastle-u.-Lyme .. +s] 
Braintree, -...| 1/10] 1/54 |lGoole ..-2....--. rr | UT New Fo. Hig | 1/3 [Ware .......-. | V/s) 1/6 
Brentwood ........ | 1/1 14! 1/64 ||Gosport ......... wee 1/114) 1/6 |'Newmarket ........ 1/10 | ba ese o | 0 un 
Bridgwater..........| 1/104) 1/5% ||Grantham M.B.......; 1/11 | 1/64 fiesport, Mon. .... 2/0 arrington 30 1/7 
Bridlington...... eee} 1/114, 1/64 ||Gravesend ....... ie | 1/114 ee rt Pagnell ..... 1/10 1/34 \(Warwick M.B. . 2/ Ad 
Brighouse Gaps seen 6) AT | He Great Vari tase] hy | ioe neeee Nortampion a = Me | woe R.D. AL U6 
TRIN 25 Tose sone rimsby ......... vee} 2/0 | 1/73 ]Norwich ......'.... /O0 | 1/7 | Welwyn ...... tees 
5 a | 2/0 | 1/7 |Guildford 2727222215) 1/10 | 1/5 Nottingham ve 2/0 | 1/7 | Welwyn Gar. City ..) 2/0) 1/7 
Broadstairs.......... | 1/10} 1/54 |Guilsborough oe ..-| 1/104, 1/53°1/Nuneaton .......... 2/0 1/7_, Wells (Norfolk) ‘ ver iat 
Mebdnigsote U.D. ot iw [Halifax ......... ost: BIO” to Be \Gekham inlets soe i iat Westcliff-om Sea 4) , ; 
nell Weede aie wy | Hanley. |..........+4) 2/0 |. 1/7 || ) sine 
Bungay ............ VOPR EEE ~~ ihe 17 4 11 | £764 Ormskirk “<2... ++) 2/0 | 1/7: |NMestonceapee Mar: ..| 
BIEOGME .osccceses H pie A ae "| sail | 
Broker Gioech) et | ia | arroeats | B/N) MATS TORRE seen esses 1/104) 1/3$ | Weymouth | 
Burslem <........... 2/0 | 1/7 |Iearwich ............| 1/10) 4/5$ |[Paignton .......... 1/114] 1/64 | Whitstable oho : 
So. C.B.} 2/0 1/7. \!Haslemere 1/10 | 1/5 ||Peterborough | Widnes ra 
Seeeeeeeseeeee 2/0 | 1/7 |'Hastings 1/10 | 1/5 (Borough) 1/114! 1/6% |\Wiean * 
Bury s se Edmunds .... ah fe Hatfield i Ht : yy | | Plymouth 2/0 Vase Witton oh ses So5G0s | 
yes * 49a e6eie* aywards Heath + | Pontefract 4/7? ates. Ceo" ESTE | 
Byfiet...cccccccti| atoll 1/3 ee ie 1/114) 1/64 | Pontypridd 177 -Jegee” seaseceste] OOO feeds 
Cambridge ........| 2/0 | 1/7 paeeael Pees. ; y + | Ys pore oo: A. Winchester ........ | 1/104! 1/52 
Canterbury.....-+0+- M10} 1/34 lnietetord.....- 1/10 | \ 1/54 [Preston Vis Windermere ........ 1/108) 1/38 
Cardiff......... wanes a 1/7 llHerne Bay 1/10 | 1/5 Pulborough 134 | Wisbosk bls’. «bw wd we nie HA ; - 
Carnforth 22202000] 2/0 | 1/7 |Bertford V1 1/65 | amseate 1/34 (Witham coctscct22i] ae} 1/3 
Castleford 2.2.02... 2/0 | 177 ||Heysham /O | 1/7 1 /64 | Woking ......ce-005 1/104| <1/5 
Caterham <.........] 2/0 | 1/7. }Hitchia |. in Ws Redditch U-D. /A1y) 1/64 |Wokingliam ........ 1/10 | 1/54 
CHE 555= Shaviaces: 1/9 1/43 Holt (N fol 15” 1/84) 1/44 | a i Re 1/104) 1/5 |Wolverhamptos Cc. a 2/0 1/7 
Chatham. ..,....... | 1/11 | 1/64 [ok (Norfo 18 ist ARORA, 2005 50.005. 1/104, 1/5} |\Woodbridge ....... 1/94 | 1/5 
Chelmsford..........| 1/114) 1/65 jie har. 1/10 | 1/34. |/Rochdale .......... 2/0 | 1/7 | Worcester C.B......./ 1/11 i/et 
Chetenhanh 2.02... ay eats rsa - 20 ie [Rochester paewereet a JAN | 1S | Weckenernn o£ ties O08 it Hy 
Chepstow .....0.+.. i | |Rugby M.B. ........ } | Worksop...... eeccce 
Chertsey .....02..22.| 1/11 | 1/68 Hodderscid” 0 | 1/7, |jSt Albans ....- LLIIT) T/114} 1764 | Worthing “2222002002] 1/10 17st 
Chester aeidenes se a0 4 ~ Sh : 1/9 yay ist Helede gs AES vie P94 | im Pe eer a te us 
Chesterfie lig. ; ces eee te It: NeGis: no Jcceien. / x Sees an 
Chichester ..........| 1/10} 1/54 |/Huntingdon ......../ 1/94 | 1/5 |\Saffson Walden ....|. 1/9 | 1/43 |. Wycombe ..... pee me | Woe 
Chorley .....s.e+02-] 2/0 1/7. ||Ilfracombe ..........| 1/10 | 1/54 ||Salisbury City ......! 1/9 | 1/5 ymoadham ......| 1/9 1/ 
Tae tr”, 1/5 [ppmnteseane. - + iki | int 1/5 petetery PEO case a/ il | 1/64 |i\Yeovil ...ccccccces|: 1/404) 1/32 
Clacton ........- cock: AFA 1/54. Upswich ............ Vi 1 Sawbridgeworth ....: 1/104! 1/53 \'York Ree on ae if7 
* An application for an increase of rates is under discussion. 
t Plus 2d. per working day. ¢ Plasterers 2/14. 4] Tradesmen’s Labourers, 1/74. Navvies and General Labourers, 1/6}. 


§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers, Tilers and Masons receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 
Nore,—Carpencers, Joiners and Plumbers in all Towns and- Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per day Tool Allowaace, 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 282, 
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9 lll Mie 


eee eee ~~ PPPs, FF we oe eer Spree we Paley sey 


1 ee i whe te eee 


‘Pelivered in London area in full van loads, 


October 1 1943 


BRICKS, &c. £s. d. 

First-Hard Stocks ........--esceceeees 413 0 

Second Hard Stocks .......eeee.eee00- 460 

poe by Do ohmbsltetian tee:dess + 93s + 98 a3 4 
ou ares EG ee 

Come te Sie agleaies eo 217 6 

All loaded free i into iorry BP Le “The question 


of haulage is still very difficult and prices must be 

from job to job. In addition, there will be 

the Levy ine dig the Bricks (Charges) Order, 1942, o 

3s. per 1; King’s To sites 

Cross in W.C. 

24 in. Phorpres. Station District 

A discount of 6d. 1,000 only _ per 1,000 per 1,000 
monthly account. s. 


White Midhurst Best selected (liver 
London site) 
Best blue Pressed Staffs. (London Stns.) . 
Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stns.) 
Best Stourbridge vg we (London Stns.) ay 
ye a SE Se 
GLAZED Bricks (London 
Best White Ivory 3 
lazed 3 


Stns.). 
D’ble Str’tch’rs 1 
and D’ble Headers . 1 
Stretcher ....30 00 One side&twoends 39 1 
Headers ...... 29 10 0 Twosides&one end 40 1 
Quoins, Bullnose 

and 4}in. Flats36 100 Sq sevccecs MOO 
Second Quality, £2 per 1,000 less than best. Cream 
and buff, £2 extra over white. Other colours. Hard 
Glaze, £5 10s. extra over white. 
App Levy ON Bricks. 3/- per 1,000 except Glazed 


Bricks. 
PARTITION SLABS. 


Delivered on site London Area. 
“* PHORPRES ” HOLLOW PARTITION BLOCKS. 


coco of nooehadinkiil 





s. d. s. d. 
y’ per yd. sup 2 8 3” per yd. sup. 3 6 
a” te eisne's Dh: AP ig Ear iad 3 10 
CLINKER per ap ng 2% 
2" per yd. sup. 1 1L 3” per yd.’sup. 
eat <> ey a me ee - 3 6 
CRANHAM TERRA COITA. 
Size 12 x 9 x 2” per yd. super... - al 
Size 12 x 9 x 24" rs ne oe 2 11 
Size 12x9x3 f ps 3 6 
Size 12x9x4"  ,, i 3 10 
nee ae Two SIDES. 
se alz.. ie a Soe aa 3 6 
12° &9" 2245. 2 W 12%-x 9 x4... 3 10 


Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 
Plus 2d. for smooth one side. and 4d. for smooth 


both sides. 
STONE. 
BaTH STONE.—Delivered in railway trucks at s. d. 
Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or 
South Lambeth, G.W.R.. per ft. cube .... 3 34 
Beer STONE—RANDOM BLOCK— 
Free on rail at Seaton Station per ft. cube 2 3 
Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, S.R._ ,, 3 14 


Selected approximate size one way, 1d. per 
cubic ft. extra, selected approximately 
three sizes or for special work, 3d. per 
cubic ft. extra. 
PoRTLAND STONE— 
Brown Whitbed, in random blocks of 20 ft. 
average, delivered in railway trucks at 
Nine Elms, Rly., South Lambeth 
Station, G.W.R., and Westbourne Park, 
Paddington, GMB. 3.2 per ft. cube 4 7 
Do. do. delivered on road waggons as above 
GOGONE 562 ccsipaveyee as per ft. cub. 4 7 
White basebed, 3d. per ft. cube extra. 
Nore.—ld. per ft. cube extra for every ft. 
over 20 ft. average and 4d. beyond 30 ft. 
Horton-Woop STONE— 
F.O.R. Quarries, Wirksworth, Derbyshire, s. d. 


Random blocks from 10ft. and over P.ft.cb. 13 2 
Sateeh C000. RIOR sis oo wecdiewsres go's dacs 26 11 
Sawn three or four sides .........-++++ 31 11 


YorK STONE, BLUE—Robin Hood Quality 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. 
6 in. sawn two sides landings to sizes (under 


30 ft. super) ....--+.+++6 per ft. super 5S 6 
6 in. park wey two sides, ditto .. in 6 3 
3 in. sawn two sides slabs (ran- 
dom sizes):.....--+++.+++.- 2 7 
2 in. to 24 in. sawn one side slabs 
(random sizes) (paving) .... Pa 1 i 
1} in. to 2 in. ditto ....... ‘i's Bi 1 
Biro. Yorx— 
Delivered at any Goods Station, Londomjy 
Scrappled random blocks...... per ft. cube 6 10 
6 in. sawn tre sides landings to sizes (under 
Pe eee per ft. super 5S 7} 
6 in. relber “ate sides, ditto .. 6 9 
4 in. sawn two sides slabs hence 
SIZES) oe eee cess ececerere = 3 cs 
3 in. ditto ditto ..... 28 
Din. self-faced random flags . per yd. super 8 9 
CAST STONE. 


r ft. 
cube : Plain, 7s. 6d. Mould 





Sma'gsection cills and copings, Ils. 





THE BUILDER 


woods are for cash on delivery. 





SAND. 
Thames Ballast Ils. 6d. per yd. 
Pit Ballast . a. 2 delivered 
Pit Sand... SS Sars Br — 
wemdiad eat tS fe 
in ing! . i 
2 in. Broken Brick 16s. 0d. ” ” | Paddington 
mn Breeze ..... i. Of. 4... 
CEMENT. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Spevifica- 
tion, delivered London area. £ &.& 
6 ton loads and upwards site ...... per ton 2 11 0 
S SOU WOO GGe OE a. 5 occ cawe scene 214 0 
Alongside Vauxhall in 80 ton lots ........ 28 6 

“ Ferrocrete ” Rapid Hardening Cement— 

6 ton loads and upwards site ............ 17 0 
1 ton to 6 tons site ..,.........4.... 3 00 
Alongside Vauxhall in 89 ton lots ........ 214 6 
“* Aquacrete ” Water Repellent, “‘ Biue Circle ” 

cement, 30s. per ton on ordinary “ Blue 

Circle” rices, 

“ Colorcrete ” Nos. 1 and 2. Coloured rapid 

Hardening Portland Cement in6tonlots 411 0O 


“ Colorcrete ” not rapid Sprit accord- 
ing to colour, from £7 to £15 10s. per ton 

“ Snowcrete ” White Portland rem (in free 

paper bags) .. ty ; be we 
Under one ton .. “per cwt. 0 13 2 
“417” Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) 

Delivered Site London Area in 6 tons lots and 

upwards 

Plus packages at current prices. 

Super Cement (Waterproof), bags extra. 410 

Note.—Jure sacks charged at 35s, 6d. nett per ton 
(20 sacks) for quantities of or exceeding one ‘on. 

Less than one ton Is. 94d. nett each. 

Credit 1s. 6d. nett each when returned in good con- 
dition within two weeks. 

£s. d. 


£s.d, 
Roman Cement 8 10 0 Keene’sCement,White7 0 0 
ParianCement 7 00 Pink 6 10 0 
Cementone Colours for cement according to tints per 


cwt. from £3 5s. Od. 
SLATES. 


Firs* quality slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, 
carriage paid in full truck loads to London Rate ta 
£ 


730, @ 


Per | =~ actual. £ s. d. d. 
24by 12 .... 45-5 0 18 by 10 24 “0 0 
22 by 3 oboe See On Mkee - 2212 6 
22 by 11 34 2 6 16by10.. 21 10 O 
20 by 12, 33 0 0 Il6by8 16 12 6 
20 by 10° 30 5 0 








SAVE SITE LABOUR 
SAVE TIMBER 
® PROVIDE WORKING 
PLATFORM FOR 
FOLLOWING TRADES 
w SAVE COST 
SAVE WEIGHT 


6 COLLINGHAM GARDENS 
FROBISHER 814 


TRUSCGN FLOOKS - 


EARL S COURT + LONDON * SW5* PHONE 
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PRICES. CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


\NOTE.—These prices apply to large quantities of materials delivered to site. Prices for smaller quantities ex merchants’ warehouse will of course be higher. 
‘Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by inquiry. The prices of sof? 


re Ground Blue 


x 
Q 
5B 
7 

ost 


Granite Chipiags i 15 0 Hai aicperewt. Ae 
Nore.—Sacks are charged Is. each, and 

ls. 6d. if returned in good condition wii 

months, carriage paid, 

Stourbridge Fireclay“in paper bags, £2 1 
6-ton lots at railway depot. 


TILES. 
Delivered at London rate stations in full truck loads 
of not less than 6 tons . Per 


es 


ee eee eee seerene » 


Staffocdubire GE. Sai chnacne saaneer £5 18 0 
Ditto a na CR cancesdecs fs 2 
Ornamental ditto ...........++- Seccaame” ue © 
Hip and valley t tiles { Hand-made =-...... 14 6 

(per dozen) bleed 13 10 
HARD WOOD. 
1 INCH AND UP THICK. 
Average price for prime quality bes on 
s. d. s, ¢. 
Dry English Wainscot Billets .... 16 0 to 018 0 
Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot .. 7 7 to | 0 90 
Dry Cuba Mahogany my 7 ae too | 40 
Square-edged Honduras ies wdberdand 016 6 
Log Cut Honduras Mahogany ...........- 017 6 
American Figu oy ite NES SERIE NES 013 0 
American Plain “ae si heenwtes cdenseséoan 012 6 
WOU os Ghahocdwexccacesceeses 013 0 
Jap, Plain Oak ....... EER OR ey 012 6 
TOMO sist sha cscdbigees ca ctccedcceeets 015 6 
American Whitewood .............see0e08- 012 6 
Afcicam: Whitewood... s6 6c... cece ccsicdenge 08 0 
AMPiCRR NIOGNEG Go 0 6 0.05 tied nccesedse Oot 0 
AUG WOE, bh ihe ceeesccedecanecs 019 0 
Avptratian Silicgy OGle. «oko ecccceccccseeece 012 6 
ee er eer percwt. 5 0 O 
pe | ae CA ae eee pergallon 1 2 0 
SOFT WOOD. 


MERCHANTABLE BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE 
Poa Maximum. 
pe one in imported £ S.4-4 
th be 3a te di by it in. 47 0 % 538.00 


PLANED BOARDS. 
Prime CLEAR BRITISH COLUMBIAN Pine. 
Per standard. 
y 11 in. £ s. 
1 in. by 9 in. 


eee weer eseeeeaserese 


1 in. plain edge flooring 
1} in. ditto 
1 in. tongued and grooved 
1} in. 


sU a 
Sass: 
Dw nw & 


F) 
g 
j 





Counc 


PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK. 
é Dees Po 


S.D. ore CRUTCH arse FoR [RON 


33) $1/- per doz. 
Totter Bis Cocks For IRON. 
In. 


60/— per'doz. 
a P COCKS FOR IRON. 

iin. Pin 14in. 2in. 

86/— 209/— 281/- 456/-per doz. 
Core WITH TWO ae FoR LEAD 
Fin lin. I}fin. 14in. 2in 
51/6 123/— 240/- 372/- 624/- per doz. 
— rad fe rg 3 


2 in 
és ii Es py i eer 56/- per doz. 
HEAVY a hg Mca 


120/- 340 330). per doz. 
am, ng yg 


5 ie 3 21/6 37/3 aim § 38/6 per doz: 
eps py yd 


1376 Ftp Hi 4 46/- per doz 
LEAD TRAPS WITH B CLEANING SCREWS. 
1} x 6 Ibs. 1} x6 Ibs. 2 2x7 Ibs. 3X7 Ibs. 
Lead P. 26/- 34/- 55/- 
|LeadS.  34/- 41/- 67/— _115/— per doz, 
SoLper.—Plumbers’, 1/6. Tinmen’s, 1/11. Blow pipe, 
2/3 per Ib. 

















An advertisement of The Trussed Concrete Steel Co. Ltd. 
q 4-501 


* The information 


ven on this page has beea 
specially compiled for & 


HE BUILDER, and is copyright. 


| The aim in this list is to give, as far as possible; the 
| arerage prices of materials, not necessarily the highest 


or lowest. Quality and quantity obviously affect 
prices—a fact which should be remembered by those 
who make use of this information. Prices are subject 


\ to 24 per cent. cash discount. 












282 


PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) 
See Note at top of preceding page. 


MET. 
to LONDON STATION ee 


Jossts, Gimpers, &c. 
B.S. Joists, cut and Sted get aking 24 1° 9 
WB. cer cervcvoccce 
” * Stanchions .......... 0 0 
fo Reet Work Use aa ae 35 0 0 








8. 
rf 15 
ai. $ 


d. 
0 
in, to 2} in. 0 








Deliveries from works. 
Deliveries from London stock the. yen 


we yeni igor il Paar 6” 


vA % 
Light weight ...... ty 2-8 %, 
Heavy weight .... 44 a | 
Galv.’ lightweight .. qe —_ 
Galv. heavyweight 31 41 
Tubes and tubulars et. /i" inclusive, charged extra 
of 5% less gross. 


ittings. Figs. 25/34 ges less gross discount. 
cash end 


Terms.—Nett of month following date of 
ga Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and 

“CL. HALF-ROUND GuTTers—London Prices ex 
Works, per yd. in 6 ft. lengths. Stop 

r Gutters. Nozzles. ends. 
OY SS Ree See 1/53 1/24 
DRAB. indie gecksa deere 1/7 1/4 6 
| LEE RE APE eS See 1/7 /6 s 
ee Seep 1/8} 1/8} 74d. 
FM) So coscncedus caeeee 2/04 2/0 9d. 

O.C, GuTTERS. 

PIN) Acavvcicesaanso<rve 1/103 1/74 5d. 
MUD cp ccdéescccsedadad 2/14 1/73 d. 
DIR edddatcdiveystesa 2/1 /84 74d. 
# ie Se Se See aia ia oka: 

Ot Lo ccieiecuces noaee q 

IN WATER PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
tock angles. 
BUR co. te cispnsdedecccdas 2/2: 1/5} 2/2 
PEMD Foss ssssscsceeees 2/3 1/ 2/72 
SU. Sas ove as cated bots 2/84 2/1 3/2 
SEM. 2. SINE ose 3/24 2/64 3/7% 
_ RS Aan ae 3/8? 3/04 4/5 
NETT  PRIC 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent, 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 
L.C.C. Coatrp Som Pires—London Prices, ex Stock. 





Per yd. in 6 fts. ipe. Bends, Branches 
in. 2/74 3/2 
2/108 3/114 
/2 4/84 
3/114, 5/52 
4/5 6/32 
Li C C: CoaTep DRAIN PIPE 
cwt. qr. Ibs. per yard. Bends. Branches. 
in 9 fts. 
Sin. 0: -3--1455.56555 5/10 6/11 11/- 
4 in. B: 8: -BBississcs 7/il TU 13/10 
5 in. 1-52) - 2icissess 10/1 14/2 21/5 
6 in. 2 0: 6 sisiisse 12/3 16/4 28/4 
Gaskin, 75/- per cwt 
Per ton basis 
in Tendon. 
ea seats Crown, Merchant 6 
Inon. N Staffordshire Marked Bars ...... 19 7 6 
IED > 00 0.55.44 Hie tin aa one ave'*0 2 1915 0 
PE Ieee BROUEE oc oo oce midep ec csn ests 10 0 


Ex Merchant’s Stock, 
per ton (two-ton lots). 
Soft Steel Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 


NS A et 2417 6 
24 — a A ind Se AR re Mea EF 25 2 6 
= Re pas ot ARR GS 2517 6 
Galesaied Corrugated Sheets, 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
PSB he ce ere ee ie 27 0 
24 sue AGE a So. SORE PT 2710 0 
BA ED ey RRR NR a TE 28 15 0 
Galvanised Flat Sheets, C.R. and C.A.— 
EE | cn nna hebeschaiconctoaecee F 28 10 0 
MOE © ccccncacacs teens taene utes 29 0 0 
MGNOE . nndoccccsp cantcescegepce sete 30 5 0 
Per ton 
£6. d. 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up ..........202005 28 10 0 
ALL NETT. 


MeraL WinDows.—Standard sizes, suitable for 
complete houses, including all fittings, painting “4 
coats, and delivery to job, average price about 2s. 4d 
to 2s. 7d. per foot super. 


THE BUILDER 


Following are grade rates. authorised by 


Grade Classification A Al 
Craftsmen ........ 2/04 2/0 
Labourers ........ 1/7 1 /6} 


Berwickshire 
Bridge of Allan . 
Broughty Ferry . 





Hamilton 


but 1/11 is paid owing to 
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BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN) SCOTLAND 
N.J.C, from May 10. Every, 
endeavour is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 


the Scotti 


A2 A3 B Bl 
1/114 1/11 1/104 1/10 
1 /64 1/6 1 [Sk 1/5 








teeees 
eeeee eM =| |) BROUTMOESAY ...- - ++ ooo 
ee eeee 
tae eeeee 
eererteos 


ceocesescees® | Stornoway ....-- 





an vant has its own rates : Masons, 1/94; Carpenters, 1/94 ; Slaters, 1/94 Plumbers, 1/10; <7 a 1/104 
scarcity at present ; 
The information given in this table is copyright. Rates of wages in England and Wales are given on page280) 


Painters, 1/9 i and Labourers, 1 








VARNISHES, &c. 






Per gallon. 
2.3, % 
teeta in ala amen Outside 016 0 
PO... Cc aeah wake ao Gis ne a 018 0 
PS ORs sat cna cars eiieeinan® < 100 
OL" eS perierersrds = he 
Pale Opal Tague sauecubacaae At 160 
Set eI a 114 0 
Floor Varnish =f tte op rose Inside 1 0 0 
Fine, Pald Pane? .. cece cs cccc's as 100 
Fine Copal Cabinet............ A 1 4.0 
Fine Copal Flatting............ A ew By 
Hard Drying Oak ....... oo a 100 
Fine Hard vying Oak na i 1 6 
Fine Copal Varnish. a i 270 
Pale do. Ee 114 0 
Best an Ri tee fa 1 4 6 
Best Japan “Gold Size ie 114 6 
Wee Tle TOOGe ns siiacce ds sin 64> beans 012 0 
Oak and Tiahonsits Stain (water). . 014 0 
Brunswick Blaek .............. 09 6 
EN NE vcs ce co's 016 0 
Knotting (pateit) —. giwaea opigicc ssc ccee 017 0 
French and Brush Polish................ 014 0 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene .............. 011 0 
Cuirass Black Enamel .................. 090 
LEAD, &c. 

Per ton. 

(Delivered in London.) &is, 

Leap.—Sheet, English, 4 lb. and up ...... 38 O 
PG: 10 CONE aa nienaicanlteadam eiiaehsh 38 10 O 
oD AAR a SR ES opera 4210 0 
ST LEE a ca 47 10 0 


Nowe Cisenes delivery, 20/- per ton extra, lots 
under 3 cwt. 4/- per cwt. extra and over 3 cwt. and 
under bb cwt., 2/6 per cwt. extra, Cut to sizes, 4/- per 








cwt. © 
Old paary ex London area, 
at Milis............ per ton \a18 0.0. 





EDERATE 
f SLO ERS 


The Leading Office for 





Contract 
Guarantee Bonds 
ALSO 
FIRE 


WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 
PUBLIC LIABILITY 


MOTOR 


Bre. Ere. 





Head Office: 
8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER. 2 
London Office: 
23. Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, London, E.C.2 








PAINTS: &e. £ s.d 

Raw Linseed Oil (5 ee ; per gallon 0 6 3 

Boiled Linseed Oil (5 067 
——, Ground inh White Lead, 

ee REE CO Eee F 1409 
Genuine 2 White Lead Paint, 14-Ib. tins _ 

per c 416 6 

Genuine Red Lead _ ...........-. wa 218 6 

Linseed Oil Putty (Kegs extra) * L322 

Size, XD quality ............ 049 

Turpentine substitute can be obtained and prices 

vary according to quality from 3/8 gallon up oe ; 

s..d. 

SNowceM CEMENT PAINT .... per cwt. sa . 


C.M.C. CAMOUFLAGE PAINT .. ° 








THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


BELLSHILL.— Plans in hand for storage 
accommodation and other offices, for which 
the architects and quantity surveyors are James 
Davidson & Sons, 6, Academy-st., Coatbridge. 

DOUGLAS WATER.—Plans prepared for 
garage, for which the architects and quantity 
surveyors are Cowie & Miller, Cleland-rd., 
Wishaw. 

LANARKSHIRE.—Plans in hand for altera- 
tions and additions at Chapelton primary 
school, for which the architect is P Willian Watt, 
Albert- st., Motherwell. 

LESMAHAGOW. — Plans prepared for new 
byre, Sai, cleansing department, milk house, 
etc., at High Waterhead, for which the archi- 
tects a quantity surveyors are James David- 
son & Son, 6, Academy-st., Coatbridge. 


Recent Estate. 

Mr. Bertram Lawrance' Horst, 
M.I.C.E., M.I.Mech.E., of Hendon, left 
£87,234 (net personalty £83,290). 








GLASS. 
SHEET GLASS, ORDINARY GLAZING QUALITY 
CUT SIZES. 


Per ft. super. 
d. 


gt” RS eerie rar, st 459 FF Bee ae 34 
24 oz Cleat-o8 HR, 2 Quality scios¢ ac stirs u20:00 « 44 
2B OZ.’ 466s sie VE ade estar hb oh 4st Snes wedncs 5} 
32 m= ong OV dbedes «db. can -.5.Oe Nd COs eben oe en 74 


ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND at 
yr vie ETC., IN CUT S 
Over 500 ft. super of all kinds. 
Rolled plate, $ in. 
Rough cast double rolled, % in. 
Rough cast double rolled, 4 in. 
Figured rolled, and Cathedral, white. . 
Figured rolled and Cathedral, tinted 
Rolled Sheee 20 ORF eGR Ti os ae 
3 Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and Chevron 
ed, + in. thick 1 
Rolled plate is the same price as rough cast double 
ro! 






Wire Rolled, 4 in. yi 
Wire Cast, 3 in. thick .... 
Wired Cast .. 





Georgian Fi 
“ Calorex” Sheet, 21 oz. Bu | 
e 32 40 
= Cas, $¢_ in. thick .0 
* in. 1 0 
5 in, CE 2 0S BeBe 0d ie g 
Non’ Actinic Glass, + i in: thick (0... 05.0400% 0 9 
s i BS Win UR? Os. Ue eB 10 
mE ss a4 SWUM EO ORS ig 
“VITA” GLASS. Per ft, 
“Vita” Plate Glass, about sy in. thick— s. d. 
OO Fae is 6 ¢ c:n 60 a0 $5 civ sig stench on 5 0 
OvOE 7 Mis MNOS oe a leeainie con's nesiesiessbis 60 7 6 
“ Vita” Sheet t Glass, shout Ii A ORannpnedioe 20 

Cathedral “ Vita” Glass 

ti t RAP AR et: a ea ce 20 
St RALL. else. wasids 64 sh trces 3 0 
te in. Gebugian Wised * Vita.” Glass... doses 3 6 


GLASS BRICKS. s. d. 
P.B. 1—8 inex 54 inex 34 ins «se. 2 9 each nett 
P.B. 2—5} in. x 53 in. X3fin. .... 2 6 zt 
P.B. 3—73 in. x nae py ore 8B 
P.B. 32—73 in, x7. x 3¢ in 3 
Radiused Corner Bricks to match up with 
Se ety a erg Oe oy pg ch 


eee eee eee ee ee ee eee 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 


The Editor welcomes authentic information for this 

section from architects, surveyors or contractors. 

Icems should reach 4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, 
W.C.2, not later than Tuesday morning. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts. still open, but not. in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (T) 
denotes closing date for oe gr cual | %, e name 
and address at the end refer “ta the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 

OCTOBER 4. 
+Cumberland G.C.—Conversion of Mill House, 
Brunstock, into remand home. County Archi- 
tect, 4, fasree-et: North, Carlisle. Tenders by 


October 1 
OCTOBER 5. 

Oldham C.B.—Demolition of roof and external 
walls of South Art Gallery and building work 
in re} good to remainder of building. 

itm Roberts and Bowman, 10, Clegg- 


oudh am. 
OCTOBER 9. 

Leeds P.A.C.—Erection of boiler house and 
other alterations at North Lodge Institution. 
Beckett-st. Kitson, Parish, Ledgard and 
Pyman, Lloyds Bank-chbrs., Vicar-la., Leeds, 1. 

‘Spilsby R.D.C.—Erection of houses in various 
parishes, W. Bailey, S., Council Offices. 

OCTOBER 10. 

Montgomeryshire E.C.—Erection of Say ome 
kitchen at Machynlleth Junior School. T. Glynn 
Davies, D. of E., County Ed. Offices, Newtown. 


OCTOBER 13. 


*Cr C.B.—Strengthening public base- 
ment shelters at George-st. and North End. 
B.E. Dep. £1 1s. 

OCTOBER 14. 

Liverpoo! T.C. — Construction of general 
building work and ash bunker. W. Baines, 
T.C. Dep. £3 3s. 

OCTOBER 18. 


Montgomery County €.C.—For structural 
al he ye, to form kitehen at Wellington school 


canteen. Gin Davies, D. of E,, County Ed. 
Offices, amb aeee Dep. £2 2s. 
Rochdale ©.B.—(1) Reconstruction of roof 


(2) Construction of latrines at 


over workshops ; 
Entwisle-rd. 


Cleansing Dept., 
PAINTING, HEATING ner: LIGHTING, 


OCcTOB 
Monmouthshire C. O-—External painting of 
County Hall and Queen’s Hill offices, Newport. 
County Architect, Queen’s Hill Offices. 


OCTOBER 5. 

Dundee T.C.—For electric lighting and: heat- 
ing installations at two personnel depots. City 
Quantity §., 21, City-sq. 

OCTOBER 16. 

Audenshaw U,D.C.—External deisifais of 24 
houses at Wellington-st. estate. C.. Council 
Offices, Ryecroft Hall, Audenshaw. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
OCTOBER 9. 
“Glamorgan ©.C.—Temporary Quantity Sur- 
veyor. County Architect, Glamorgan County 


Hall, Cardiff. 
OCTOBER 14. 
Penzance 70-~ Pompery Architectural and 
Surveying Assistant. . J. Beattie, T.C., Muni- 


cipal-bldgs. 
OCTOBER 16. 

*Leeds E.C.—Full-time teacher or instructor 
required in Building Department to teach build- 
ing construction and geometry and either wood- 
work or plumbing. Forms from Director of 
Education, Education Offices, Leeds, 

Swansea C.B. gihpoigiment of Boro. Engineer 
and Surveyor.‘ Bowen, T.C., The Guild-_ 


hall. 
A.R.P. SCHEMES 


LONDON. 
Croydon.—Subject to oppearal of B. of_F., 
E.C, accepted tender of L. Stride, at £741, 
for blacking-out school kitchens at 30 schools. 


PROVINCIAL. 

Chesterfield.—_T.C., in conjunction § with 
N.F.S., to erect 14 additional static water tanks 
on. selected points, 

Grantham.—T.C. placed. contract “with B. 
Pumfrey, Ltd., St. Catherine’s-rd., Grantham, 
at £570, for conversion of stables to cleans sing 
unit at Blue Bull Hotel, Westgate. 

Hebburn.—Fire station to be erected. Plans 
. a persist Officer, N.F.S., Westoe, South 
ield 


Herafecd, —T.C. to erect five nermtonced con- 
crete static water tanks on selected sites. 

hrewsbury.—T.C. to erect fire station, at 
£2,365, for x F.S. Regional Commissioner. 


THE BUILDER 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Belper.—L. Smith (L.), 59, Chapel-st., is 
architect for conversion of premises at Albert- 
st., into five flats, for Mrs. Abbott, King-st. 


Birkenhead.—Directors of Palladium Picture 


House, Price-st., es ose reconstruction of 
buildings. Plans by W M. and M. W. Shen- 
nan, 15, Hamilton-sq. 


Bolton.—T.C. propose completion of motor- 
‘bus station. 

Darlington.—T.C. to erect day nursery schools 
at Harrewgate Hill and South Ward. Plans 
by E, Minors, B.S. 

Dudley.—Board of 
hospital, Tipton-rd., 
nurses’ home. 

Horden (Co. Durham).—Repairs proposed to 
Our Ladies’ Intermediate R.C. po = "a £453. 

Jarrow.—T.C. propose to a ig Danesfield 
Maternity hospital. Plans by J. S. Weir, B.S 

Kensington.—B.C. to ats plans for 
adaptation of premises at Lansdowne-rd., for 
day nursery. 

Longbridge.—Worcestershire E.C. propose 
erection of two prefabricated buildings, brick 
boiler-house, drainage, foundations, etc., for 
school, Plans by Henry Rowe & Son, County 
Architects, 33, Foregate-st., Worcester. 

Manchester.—A. R. Walsingham, 50, Grove- 
rd., Gatley. Cheshire, is architect for conver- 
sion of premises at Palatine- rd., West Didsbury, 
into five flats, for M. Dellal. 

Mancehester.—J. G. McBeath (F.), 2, 
Montagu-rd., Sale, Ches., is architect for erec- 
tion of conveniences to works. 

North Riding.—Governors of York Archbishop 
Holgate’s Grammar school propane provision 
of sanitary arrangements, at £1,5 

Prescot.—U.D.C. to mt sedilors! public con- 
veniences at Ackers-s 

Southport.—T.C. propose extensions to muni- 
cipal hospital at Park-rd. 

Wellinghorough.—Public Libraries Committee 
proposes new public library and reading room. 


BRITISH RESTAURANTS AND 
CANTEENS 


Bishop Auckland.—Education authorities to 
extend school meals arrangements 

Burgcough.—Services’ Welfare Committee to 
erect a canteen. 

Coventry.—E.C. received approval of B.E. for 
erection of canteen at Coundon school, at 
£1,450. 

Croydon.—E.C. to extend existing feeding 
arrangements at Coloma Secondary School for 

irls 

Durham.—B. of E. approved alterations at 
Spennymoor Rosa-st. a in connection with 
provision of meals, at £27: 


Management of Guest 
propose extensions to 








Present Day Problem 





‘4 iene “ 





At present we have 
ample stocks of Steel Scaffolding which we 
can offer for hire at competitive prices (with 
or without labour for erecting and dis- 
mantling). Our Service is Second to None. 


The 
STEEL SCAFFOLDING CO. LTD. 


23 OATLANDS DRIVE, WEYBRIDGE 








sites ; 
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Durham.—C.E.C. to erect cooking centre at 
Foye Oe ane. Plans by F. Willey, 34, 
lvet, am. 


Memeaiete rEvac, Ltd., prepared plans for 
conversion of premises into canteen 

North Riding.—E.C. to provide four more 
school canteens and five dining centres, at 
£3,747. Pdans by County Architect, County 
Hall, Northallerton: 

Oidham.—A. Turner £. ~ architects, 11, 
Clegg-st:, for eg cantee 


Wallsend.—E.C. to provide ae at three 
schools. Plans by J. . Blench, BS. 
TENDERS 


Tenders for A.R.P. work will be found under 
** A.R.P. Schemes.”’ 

* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

Denotes accepted by H. M. gfloveramets 
departments. 

Bootle. — Rebuilding premises: *Marine & 
General Construction Co.,24, Balfour -Fd., Bootle, 
Liverpool] 20. 

Castle Donington. .—Erection of four houses, 
for R.D.C. ard, S., Market-pl.: *W. 
Moss & Sons, Ltd:, Queen’s-rd., Loughborough, 
Leicester. 

Croydon.—For provision of kitchen at Duppas 
ae for E.C.: *G, Poulton & Sons, Ltd., 


ont 


Durham.—For provision of meals facilities at 
schools, for County E.C.:; Bagilescliffe, *A. E. 
Hobbs, Stockton-on-Tees, £338; Preston-on- 
Tees: *Thornton Construction Co., Ltd., Stock- 


ton, £400; Bishop Auckland Girls’ “ County, 
*F. W. Goodyear & Son, Durham, £112; Jarrow 
Secondary, *J. M. Black ee): Ltd., Heb- 


burn, £140. 

Grimsby.—For re 
port Committee: *Towle Bros. 
£1,300) 

Hebburn.—For additional storey to offices: 
*Stanley Miller, 17, Northst., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. 

Hertford.—(a) Erection of six houses on three 
(>) painting work on 129 houses, for 

W. D. Waine, S., 20, Castle-st.: *(a) 

owhand Bros., 9%, Strafford Gate, Potter’s Bar, 
Middx., 5,868; *(b) B. & G. Mott, Walton-at- 
Stone Hertford, £1,000 (approx.). 

London (M.W.B.).—For provision of “a fire- 
guards’ building at Hampton, for M.W.B. The 
Chief Engineer, MRosebery-av.. E.C.1: *R. 
Talbot & Sen (London), Lid, £379 Ios. 

London (Air Ministry).—List of new con- 
tracts to value of £500 or over for week ended 


for Trans- 


irs to depot, 
cost, 


(approx. 


September 25. 

eneral maintenance work: John Kemp, 
Whitstable, Kent; Clyne & Mortimer, Peter- 
head ; Anglo-Scottish Construction Co., Ltd., 
Horsham; H. Smith & Sons, Clacton-on-Sea; 
Wm. Sindall, Cambridge. 


Civil engineering work: Geo. Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., Denham, Uxbridge, Middx.; John Laing 
& Son, Ltd., London, N-W.7. 

Su pply and erection of structural steelwork: 

Gateshead-on- 


wright, Anderson & Co., Ltd., 
Tyne; Rubery, Owen & Co., Ltd., London, 
W.C.2; Fredk. Braby & Co., Ltd.. Glasgow, N.; 


Smith Walker, Ltd., London, 8.W.1. 
{London (Ministry of Works).—Contracts 
placed by M.O.W. during week ending Septem- 
ber 23, 1943:— 
s: Building work, Y. J. Lovell & Son, 
Ltd., 35, High-st., Marlow, Bucks. 
Durham : Building work, J. R. Rutherfood & 
Sons, Ltd., Jesmond-rd., Newcastle-on- -Tyne. 
Gloucester : Building work, Wheeler & Man- 
sell, Ltd., Evesham, Worcester ; C. Pearce & 
Son, Westbury- on- -Trym, Bristol. 
Middlesex: Building ‘work, Trollope & Colls, 
14-44, Great Queen-st., W.C.2 


{london (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed by War Dept. for week ended September 
q Wigtownshire : het | work, Thomas 
Stewart, Ltd., Glasgow, 8.2. 

Yorks: Building work, Lawson & Boddy, 
Darlington, Co. Durham. 

Notts: Miscellaneous work, E. = Stevens & 
Son, Ltd., Long Eaton, Nottingha 

Oxfordshire : Roadwork, W. G. "Northcott & 


Co., Ltd., Exeter. 

Wilts: Building work, J. Howard & Co., 
Ltd., Swindon ; miscellaneous work, R. Mould- 
ing & Sons, South Newton, Wi 

Hamp: shire: Miscellaneous work, Johnson & 
Son (Liphook), Ltd., London, 


Co. Down: Hutting (erection), McMullan 
Bros., Belfast. 
Co. Antrim: Hutting (erection), McMullan 


Bros., Belfast. 
Maesteg.—Conversion of Lucania Billiards 
Hall, Hermon-rd., Caerau, aan into B.R., 
for U.D.C. Evan Davies, F.G.S., F.LAS., E. 
&S.: *W. T: Lewis, Neath-rd4 Maesteg. 
North Riding.—Erection of central kitchen 
at Richmond, for E.C.: *D. Oakley, Northaller- 
ton, £1,132 (in lieu of tender withdrawn). 
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_ Rushden.—For alterations to existing build- 
ing for conversion into B.R.. for U.D.C. J. W. 
Lloyd, 8.: *R. Marriott, Higham-rd., Rush 
den, Northants, £695. 












UNITE FOR STRENGTH 





ENROL NOW 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 













Membership December, 1941—656 





Membership December, 1942—1,612 
Membership to date— over 2,250 


(excluding Associates) 







37 Area Offices 






SUBSCRIPTION 
£3.3.0p.a. 








‘Phene or write : 





Secretary, 
23, Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CAN. 2041/2/3 









THE BUILDER 


Southnert.—Erection of brickwork construc- 


tion shed at Technical College, Mornington-rd., 
for E.C. T. C. Mutch, S.:— 
Brunswick Restoration Co., Ltd., Wirral, 
Cheshire ... a oo As ‘3 ... £584 
Intrade, Ltd., Northleach, Glos _... we 435 
Rimmer & Hopwood, Southport _... < 405 
*Buck & Hodson, Ltd., 86a, Shakespeare- 
st., Southport... as doi Wie .... 406 
West Ham.—FErection of cowsheds at Rookery 
Farm, for B.C.: *L. T. Best, Ltd., Ilford, £1,090. 


NEW COMPANIES 


Tue particulars quoted below have been com- 
piled by Messrs. Jordan & Sons, Ltd., Company 
Registration Agents, of 116 and 117, Chancery- 
lane, W.C.2, from the documents available at the 
Companies Registry. 

Scnoot FurRNITURE MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION, 
Lip. (381836).—Regd. July 21. Councii: J. R. 
Adam, and two other dirs. of Kingfisher, Ltd., 
W. Bromwich; R. R. Machin and another dir. 
of Educational Supply Assn., Ltd.; and. officials 
of North of England School Furnishing Co., 
Ltd., Mann, Egerton and Co.,; James D. 
Bennett, Ltd.; and Wake and Dean, Ltd. 
—ERNEST Lucas snp Co., Lrp. (381871).— 
Regd. July 23. 257, Washwood Heath-rd., 
Birmingham 8. Bldrs.. contractors, etc. Nom. 
a: £3,000. Dirs.: E. W. Lucas. and A. E. 

ucals. 

LippeLtow, Lrp. (381901).—Regd. July 24. 10, 
Staple-inn, W.C.1. Bldrs. etc. Nom. cap.: 
£100. 

CONSTRUCTIONAL AGGREGATES, Lp. (381960).— 
Regd. July 28. Contractors, bldrs.’ mehts., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £100. Dirs.: not named. Subs. : 
T. J. Thomas, 27, The Grove, Coulsdon, Surrey, 
E. Currie, 104, Park-ave.. Bush Hill Park, 
Enfield, Mdx. 

SIMPLIFIED Brick CONSTRUCTIONS, LTD. (381979). 
—Regd. July 28. Nom. cap.: £10.000. Dirs. : 
not named. Subs : G. Conrad, 103, Phyllis-ave., 
New Malden (clk.), and C. H. Treble, 15, May- 
bank-ave., Wembley, Mdx. (clk.). 

A. TT. Batch anp Sons (Marterian), Lr. 
(381866).—Regd. July 23. 54, Vera-rd., Fulham, 
S.W.6. Bldrs.’ mchts., ete. Nom. cap.: £3,000. 
Dirs.: J. E, Balch and others. 


Sxowpon Bros., Lp. (362088). — Regd 
August 5. Belford-rd., Sunderland. Bidrs.. 
etc. Nom. cap.: £3,000.. Dirs.: W. B. Snow- 


don and others. 








October 1 1943 


Joun RearpeN AND Sons (Liverproo.), Lrp 
(382040).—Regd. August 3. 5, Etruscan-rd., 
Liverpool. Demolition contractors, bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dirs.: J. Rearden and 
others. 

General Hovustnc (Mercuants), Lip. (381998). 
—Regd. July 3. 10, The Mall, Ealing, W.5. 
Dirs. in timber_and bldg. materials, etc. Nom. 
cap.: £2,000. Dirs.: E. F. Curtiss and others. 

Dorset Concrete Co.. Lr. 
August 6. Dorset-rd.. Beckenham. Nom. cap. : 

. Dirns.: H. R. P. Owem and H. E. Bates. 
6, Westgate-rd.. S.E.25. 


IF PHARAGH 


Aad phoned 
HORLEY 88 


[SHOP 2 &, LARKEE" L 
RAS ONTRACTORS 
~ WORLEY. SURREY - 








vould hwwe huill 





Vothing too big - Nothing toe 





STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 
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HOSPITAL & SCHOOL STOVES 


; SOLE MAKERS OF 
WRIGHTS IMPROVED ANDALSO 
GHORLAND'S PATENT WARM AIR 
a LATING PATTERNS - 


GEO.WRICGHT(LONDON)LTO 
19 NEWMAN ST. OXFORD ST. LONDON .W ! 





Patent s 
Boyle’s «:sic-Pump” Ventilator 
OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 
ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 


Ventilating Engineers, Emergency Address: 34 MORLAND 
AV., E. CROYDON, SURREY. Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 

















BUILDING AND 


also at 


"Phone: WAXLOW 2366 (8 lines), 





TAYLOR WOODROW 
CONSTRUCTION LTD. : 


CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 
London Office: 10, ST. GEORGE ST., W. 


SOUTHALL, MIDDX. 
and Branches throughout the country 


’Grams: ‘‘Taywood, Southall.”’ 











sf 


Works, KING JAMES ST. SOUTHWARK. S.EJ. 
YWATerloo 5474.77 
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(382094).—Regd. 








